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have no- ivert my Pen from ſome other 
much mere important Subjects, which I was engag'd in, both 
by Duty and Inclination. _ Ho 

But being inform'd, that the In@edulity of the Fudge, toge- 
ther with the great Proneneſs of the Age to Sadduciſm and In- 
fidelity, had caus'd many Objections to be rais'd againſt that 
faithful and impartial Relation of Matter of Fat, I thousht 
my felf oblig'd, for my own Vindication, and that of the Per- 
tons principally concern'd in the Proſecution, not to remain ſi- 
ent, When I had ſo much to urge in my Defence. x 

In order to which, I firſt preſent my Reader with an Abſtract 
of a famous Tryal of two Witches before the Great and Good 
Sir Matthew Hale, a Man too well known to need any Enco- 
»171ms, either for his Piety, or Knowledge in the Law; and it 
is humbly hop'd, that his declar'd Opinion, that here were 
really ſuch Perſons as Witches, will be put in the Ballance with 
that of Mr. Juſtice wel. | | 
Having allo, upon reading Mr. Glanvil's Book, met with an 
Inſtance of a Diſcovery of Witchcraft, almoſt in every, Cir- 
cumitance agreeing with our Caſe, I thought my ſelf oblig'd to 


inſert it with Obſervations upon thoſe parts of it which ſo near- 


y relemble our particular Cale, that the one ſeems to be a Copy 
of the other, | | * 


I have alſo, for the Satisfaction of ſame honeſt Gentlemen, 


who never had any Occation to enquire into theſe Matters, and 


diſbelieve the Being and Power of Witches, upon the Prejudices 
of Education only, thou;hr fit to repreſent fairly to them al 
the moſt material Objections that are rais'd againit the Belief 
of ſuch Stories, and have endeavour'd to keep my felf to ſuch a 
p:ain way of ſolving theſe Difficulties, as may be underſtood by 
ordinary Capacities, For which Reaſon I have induſlriouſly 
zvoided any nice and philoſophical Diſquiſitions relating to the 
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ings againſt Fane ange I was in hopes that I ſnould 


- * 
2 


 INTRODUCFION 
Nature and Being of Spirits in general, and ſuppoſe my Reader 


* 


to be a Chriſtian, and Believer of the Holy Scriptures, 
But as 1 danby not but thoſe whe. have ead my former Ac- 
count, would be Bla g know in Wit non the two poor 
aMlicted Creatures are in at preſent, fo I think the Relation of 
It may poſhbly ſerve to ther good Ends, and convince ſome Un- 
ievers; and therefore I ſhall acquaint my Reader what to my 
own knowledge has pals'd, ſince the printing of the above. - 
mention'd Narrative, which, tho“ not ſworn yet before any 
Magiltrate, yet 1 can aſſure him is nothing bur the Truth. | 
Anne Thorn continues to be frequently troubl'4 with the 
Apparition either of Fane Nenbam in hei own Shape, or that 
cf a Cat, which ſpeaks to her, and tempts her to deſtroy her 
1 elf with a Knife that it brings along with it. On the 18th 
of March particularly, it came to her, aud ſpoke as uſual ; 
4 pou which Aue Thorn fell into a Fit, and recovering by- 
Prayers, ſhe took up the Bible and fell to Reading. While 
the Book was in her Hands, ſhe perceiv'd ſomething. pull it 
; From her, and ſhe was forc'd to let it fall. Three Perſons who 
| Were then in the Room with her, took up the Bible and en- 
daeavour'd to hold it in her Hands, but all their Strength 
| couli not do it, the Book being violently taken away from 
them, and flung to the Ground, At the fame Time Awe 
Dorn ciy'd out, ' ſhe was prick'd in the Hand, and when 
they look'd on ber Hand, it bled, and ſeem'd to have been 
Prick'd with a Pen, 5 | 
Another Thing ftill more remarkable, happen'd to this un. 
happy Maid. On Thurſday the 27th of March, ſhe at firſt 
perceiv'd a ſtrange Numbneſs in two of her Fingers, which 
was {ucceeded by a violent Pain in her Wriſt, and in an Hour 
or two afterward, ſhe could not ſtir her Hand, an] her 
Wriſt ſeem'd to be out of Joint, altho' ſhs knew not how ü 
it was hurt. Upon which ſhe was ſent to the Bone-ſetter, , 
Who affixm?d. that the Bone was above an Inch out of its Place, 45 
and did ſet it. When Anne Thorn was return'd home, this 
Cat came again to her, and brought her a Knife, bidding her 
not mind what thoſe about ſaid to her, but cut her Throat, 0 
' and ſhe ſhould be well. She has ſeveral Times ſince ſeen the f 
Cat, who brought her once a Razor, and upon her refuſing | 
to take it, the Cat ſaid, I'll go to Naz Street, and ſhe will take j 
; it; and it was found that exactly at that Time the Cat ap- = 
pPear d to Anne Street, and offer q her a Razor. | 
„This Anne Street continues allo in a ſtrange Condition, and 
is often troubPd with the Apparition of this Cat, as alſo of 2 
Dog which accompanies her. On Thurſday the 27th of 
Arch, ſhe ſays, this Dog came to her, bidding her come out; 
j and upon her ſaying her Prayers, he went away for the pre- 
RIES; i | „ lent, 
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ſent, but in the Afternoon, about five a. Clock, ſhe ſaw the 
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Dog again, who bad her follow him to the River, and ſhe 


ſays he ran before her, andzſhe follow'd him, but before ſhe 
got to the River, three Men met her, and brought her home, 
after which ſhe fell into a Fit, and was recover'd by Prayers. 
On Saturday following, ſhe ſays, ſne ſaw the Cat again in 
the Yard, it ſpoke to her, bidding her hang her ſelf with 
her Garter, or cut her Throat with a Razor; and after the 
Cat was gone, Anne Street was grievoully pinch'd in the 
Arm, ſhe knew not how, $97. e 


The next Day alſo ſhe ſaw the Cat, and was pinch'd ; and 


at Night a Rapping was hear'd at the Window by all that 
were preſent; after which, a Noife was heard as of a Wo- 
man crying under the Window, for four Hours together, tho” 
nothing was to he ſeen, 1 N | 

On Monday Night, being the ziſt, ſhe ſaw Fane Wenham 
again in her own Shape, but ſhe went away upon Anne Street's 
ſaying her Prayers, and ſhe has not been troubl'd fince that 
Time, to this preſent Day, the 3d of April. | 3 


As for Mother Wenham, I hear ſhe has found out a Way to 


get plenty of Money while ſhs is in Priſon. She ſays ſhe was 


proſecuted out of Spite, only becauſe ſhe, went to the Diſenting 
Meetings And by this Means, ſhe gets Contributions from the 


Party : Andof a wicked old Witch, is on a ſudden become 
a precious Saint, This Story put me upon enquiring of Mr. 
Gardiner, whether ſhe had ever been counted a Diſſenter, and 
he declares, that he never before heard that ſhe us'd to go to 


any Place of Divine Worſhip, and that he never took her to be 
of any Religion at all; however, we are very willing to part 


with her, and wiſh the Fanaticks much Joy of their new Con- 
ver. 5 e 5 

TI ſhall only take Notice of one Thing more to the Reader, 
viz, to aſſure him that neither Mr. Gardiner, nor Mr. Strut?, 
had any Hand in writing the Narrative of the Proceedings 
againſt Fane Wenham, altho they are both Witneſſes to the 


Truth of it; ſo that ſome Gentlemen (who in Juſtice and Gra- 
titude, as well as good Manners, ought to have held their 


Tongues) might as wel have ſpar'd their per /onal Refletions. | 


Ardely-Bury April 
the 3d, 1912. 
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and Roſe Cullender, for W itchcraft, at 2 Aſixes 

beld at Bury St. Edmonds, in Suffolk, March 10. 

1664. before Sir Matthew Hale, Knight, then Lord 
| Chief Baron of the 'Exc hequer. ; 


M Duny and Roſe Callender, both of Leyſtoff, i 
Suffolk, were ſeverally indicted for bewitching Eli. 
bes, Anne, and William  Durent, Jane Bocking, an 
Chandler, Elisabeth and Deborah Pacey. 
When the Proſecutors were Tu Directions for lay 


ing the Indi&menr, three of the afflicted Perſons, viz. 


Anne Durent, Suſan Chandler, and Elixabeth Pace), fell into 


violent Fits, ſcreaming in a diſmal Manner; ſo that they 
were uncapable of giving their Evidence; and altho they 
did at length recover out of their Fits, yet they continu 4 


ſpeechleſs till the Conviction of the Priloners. ' 

The firſt Witneſs at the Tryal, was Dorothy Darent, ho 
depos'd, That about the 10th of /arh, nono Car. 2. her 
Buſinets calling her from Home, ſhe left her Child, William 
Durent, (then a fucking Infant) to the Care of Amr. Duny 


for a fe Hours that ihe was ablent-;. but ſtrictiy charg 4 


the ſaid Amy not to give it Suck. Being ask d what nced 


there was of that Caution, An being an old Woman, 
and uncapable of giving Suck? She anſwer d, ſhe knew 


the could not give Suck; but one Reaſon was, Ang had 
long had the Reputation of a Witch: Another Was, it 
was uſual with» old Women, if they tended a ſucking 
Child, and nothing elſe would pleaſe it, to give it the 


Breaſt, which muſt be pernicious to the Infant, who 


ſuck d nothing but Wind. She f4id farther, T bat when 


| the came Home, Amy told her, That ſhe had ſuckl'd her 
Child, contrary to her Orders. That upon this, ſne was 
very angry with my, who then threaten'd her in a great: 
Rage, laying, She had better 2 5 done ſomething elſe, than 
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have found Fault with ber, and went away; and that very 
Night her Child was taken with ſtrange and terrible Fits, 
and fo continued for ſeveral Weeks. 3 

The ſaid Dorothy Durent farther ſaid, That being full of 
Concern at her Child's Diſorder, (he went to one Dr. Ja- 
cob, who liv'd at Tarmonth, a Man famous for curing Per- 
ſons bewitch d. This Man advis'd her to hang the Child's 
Blanket all Day in the Chimney-Corner, and at Night ta 
wrap her Child in it, adviſing her not to be afraid, if ſhe 
ſaw any Thing in the Blanket, but take it and fling it 

into the Fire. She did ſo; and at Night, when ſhe look d 
into the Blanket, there fell from it a great Toad, which 
ran about the Floor. A young Man who was wWith this 
Examinant, catch'd this Toad, and held it in the Fice 
with a Pair of Tongs, Immediately it made a great 
Noiſe, to which ſucceeded a Flaſh like Gun-powder, fol- 

low'd by a Report as great as that of a Piſtol; and after 
this, the Toad was no more ſeen, neither was its Subſtance 
- percery'd to conſume in the Fire... e... 

She ſaid farther, That a Neice of the ſaid Amy Duny, 
came to her this Examinant the next Day, and told her, 
that her Aunt (meaning Amy) was in a ſad Condition, 
her Face being ſcorch'd with Fire, and that (he was ſit- 
ting alone {tnpt to her Smock, without any Fire. That 

ſhe this Examimmt went immediately to Amy Duny, and 
ſaw her Face, Legs, and Thighs much ſcorch'd with Fire. 
That ſhe ask d An) how ſhe came in that Condition, A. 

anſwer d, She might thank her for it, ſhe nas the Cauſe 
of it ; but ſhe 8 }.e ſome of her Children dead, and go on 
_ Crutches herſelf, Tins Examinant ſaid farther, That ſince 
_ burning the Toad, this Child was well, and 1s yet a- 
ive. 2 Eb. DD LD COM on, 

Sbe ſaid alſo, That about the 6th of March, 11 Car. 2. 
Elizabeth Durent, hex Daughter, was taken with like Fits 
with the firſt, and cry d out, That Amy Dany appear d to 
her, and tormented her. That Ge this Examinant going to 
fetch ſome Phyſick for her Child, when (he rtrurn'd- Home, 

the found Au there, who ſaid, She came to ſee ber Child, 
and give it ſome Hater. At which this Examinant was ve- 
ry angry with her, and thruſt her out of the Houſe ; up- 
en which Ang taid, 7c need not be ſo angry, your Child 
will not live long; which prov'd tiue, for her Child dy d 
in two Days aftcr; and this Examinant really I; 
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that Any Dany did bewitch her Child to Death, ſhe ha- 
ving long had the Reputation of a Witch, and ſome of 
her Relations having ſuffer d for Witchcraft. 
she farther ſaid, That ſoon after the Death of her Daugli- 
ter Elizabeth, this Examinant was taken lame 1n both her 
Legs, and was forc'd to go upon Crutches ; which ſhe 
continu'd to do to this Fime. The Court ask'd her, Whe- 
ther it were with her, when ſhe was took lame, according to the 
Galtom of Women 4 She anſwer'd, It was, and always was 
ſo, but when ſhe was with Child. | 

So far this Witneſs, It was remarkable, that altho 'ſhe 
had gone upon Crutches for three Years, and did fo at 
the Aſſizes, before Amy Duny was convicted, yet then the 


= was immediately reſtor d to her Strength, and went Home 
without Crutches. 3 ; 


As for Elizabeth and Deborah Pacey, the eldeſt aboyt 11 
Years old, as I ſaid before, was taken with a Fit, and 


 _continu'd ſpeechleſs. While ſhe was in her Fit, ſhe ap- 
pear d at firſt without any Symptom of Life, ſaving that 


her Stomach and Belly, when ſhe drew her Breath, would 


lle to a great Height, Afterwards, when ſhe was a little 
better, ſhe lean'd her Head upon a Cuſhion laid over the 
Bar of the Court, with her Apron over her Head, and her 


Hand upon it, and continu'd in this Poſture, till, by Qr- 


der of the Judge, Amy Dan) was brought privately to her, 


andtouch'd her Hand ; upon which, the Child, whoſe Eyes 
had been faſt clos'd all this while, flew at Amy, and 
{cratch'd her, and was hardly forc'd from her, and after- 
wards made many Signs of Eagerneſs to come at her. 

_ Deborah, the youngeſt, was fo ill, that ihe could not 
be brought to the Aſſizes, The Evidence relating to theſe. 


two, was as follows: 


Samuel Pacey, of Leyſtoff, Merchant, (a ſober good Man) 
being {worn, laid, That on Thurſday the 10th of was 
2 


laſt, his younger Daughter Debora', about nine Years o 


was ſuddenly taken fo lame, that ſhe could not ſtand on 
her Legs, and ſo continu'd till the 19th of the ſame 
Month, when the Child deſir'd to be carry'd to a Bank 
on. the Eaft Side of the Houſe, looking towards the Sea; 


and while ſhe was ſitting there, Anm Duny came to this 


Examinant's Honte, to buy ſome Hearings, but was de- 
ny d. Then ſhe came twice more, but being as often de- 
nyd, ſhe went away diſcontented aud grumbling. 5 
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this Inſtant of Time, the Child was taken with terrible 


Fits, complaining of a Pain in her Stomach, as if ſhe 


was prick d with Pins, ſhrieking out with a Voice like a 


Whelp, and thus continud *till the 30th of the ſame 
Month. NES EI DEE 152 
In the mean Time, Dr. Feavor was ſent for, wlio de- 


clar'd to this Examinant, (and afterwards at the Tryal), 


That he could not conceive the Cauſe of the Child's Af- 
fiction. And farther, this Examinant ſaith, That Amy 
Dany havi.ig.long had the Reputation of a Witch, and 
is Child having in the Intervals of her Fits, conſtantly 
cry'd out on her, as the Cauſe of her Diſorder, and ſaid, 
that the ſaid An did appear to her, and fright her. He 
did ſuſpect the ſaid Amy Dany to be a Witch, and charg'd 
her with being the Cauſe of his Child's Ulnets, and ſet 
hier in the Stocks... That while ſhe was in the Stocks, Alice 
Leiteridge and Fane Buxton, (who afterwards. depos'd the 


{ame in Court) ask'd Any what was the Reaſon of Mr. 


Pacey's Child's Tnefs, telling ber they heard (he had a 


Hand in't? She anſwer'd, Mr. Pacey keeps a great Stir 


nath his Child, but let him ſtay "till he has done as much by 


his Children, as I have done by mine. Being ak d what was 


that, ſhe ſaid, She had been fain to open her Child's Mouth 
with a Tap, to give it Victuals. | 


He farther aid, That two Days after his Daughter, Eli- - 
zabeth was taken with ſuch range Fits, that they could 


not force open her Mouth without a Tap, which they 
were compelld to uſe; and the younger Child being in 
the ſame Condition, they us'd to her the ſame Remedy. 
He ſaid alio, That both Children would grievouſly com- 
plain, that Any Dun), and another Woman, whoſe Habit 
and Looks they deſcrib'd, did appear to them, and torment 
them, and would cry out, There ſtands Amy Duny, There 
fands Roſe Cullender, the other Perſon who aftlicted them. 
Ther Fits were not alike ; ſometimes they were lame 
on the Right Side, ſometimes on the Left ; 1ometimes ſo 
fore they could not bear to be touch'd. ; fometimes per- 
| fectly well in other Reſpe:ts, bur they could not Hear; 
at other Times they could. not ſee; ſometimes they loſt 
their Speech for one, two, and once eight Days together. 
At times they had ſwooning Fins, and when they could 
| lpeak, were taken with a Fit of Coughing, and vomited 
Flegm and crooked Pins, and once a great Far 
| | all, 


7 

2 
. 

60 
84 
+ 
A 


Nail, wich above 40 Pins, which Nail the Examinant 
| ſaid he ſaw vomited up, and many of the Pins. The. 
Nail and Pins were produc'd in the Court. They uſual- 
ly vomnted'a. Fin towards the End of a Fit, four or five 
of which they ſometimes had in a Day. 
Inbus the Children continu'd for two Months, in which 
Iime this Examinant often made em read in the New Te- | 
ftament, and obſerv d when they came to the Words Lord, ] 
Feſus, or Chriſt, they could not pronounce them, but fell 
into a Fit. When they came to the Word Satan, or De- 
Lil, they would point, and ay, Tits bites, but makes me 
ſpeak right nell. He ſaid, That in the Intetvals of the Fits, 
which he thinks occation'd by nanung Lord, Jeſus, or 
Chrilt, he ask d them why they could not ſpeak thoſe 
Words, they. would fay, Amy Duny faith 1 muſt not uſe 
that Name, „ | BEES 
He {aid alſo, That lis Children would fay Amy Dany 
often appeard to em, with Reje Cuilender, and threaten d 
*em, That if they told what they ſaw or heard, they would tor- 
ment em ten times more than ever they did before, That the 
Cluldren would run to the Place where they fancy'd em 
to be ſometimes ſpinmng, ſometimes reeling, in various 
Poſtures, threatening, them. . 
Ibis Examinant faith farther, That finding his Children 
thus tormented, without Hopes of Recovery, he ſent them 
to his Siſter Margaret Arnold, at Yarmonth, being willing 
to try whether Change of Air would help em, and refers 
to her the Relation of what happen'd to them afterwards. 
Margaret Arnold being ſworn, faith, That about the 
zoth of Nodember, Elixabeth and Deborah Pacey came to 
her Houſe, with her Brother, who told her what had hap- 
pen'd at his Houſe, and that he thought his Children be- 
witch'd ; but the this Examinant did not much regard 
it, ſuppoſing the Children had play'd Tricks, and put the 
Pins into their Mouths themſelves. She therefore took all 
the Pins from their Cloths, ſowing them with Thread, in- 
ttead of pinning them. But notwithſtandinę, they rais d a; 
times at Icait'30 Pins in her Preſence, and had terrible Fits; 
in which Fits they would cry out upon An) Dun) and 
Koſe Cullender, lay ing they taw them, and , heard them 
tthreatening as before, That they ſaw Things like Mice run- 
ning about the Houſe, and one of them catch'd ang of 
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* and threw it into the Fire, which made a Noiſe like 
Another Time the Younger Child being ont of Doors, 


a Thing like a Bee would have forc'd it felf into her | 


Mouth, at which the Child ran ſcreaming into the Houſe, 
and before this Examinant could come to her, fell into a 
Fit, and vomited a Two-penny Nail with a broad Head; 


\ 1 


and after that, this Exa minant ask'd the Child how ſhe 


came by this Nail, ſhe anſwer d, The Bee bronght the Nail, 
and forc'd it into her Month. „ 

At other times the eldeſt Child told this Examinant, 
That ſhe ſaw Flies bring her crooked Pins, and then ſhe 
would fall into a Fit, and vomit fuch Pins. One time 
the ſaid Child ſaid (he ſaw a Mouſe, and crept under the 
Table to look for it; and afterwards the Child ſeem'd to 
put. ſomething in her Apron, ſaying, She had caught it, 
and ran to the Fire and threw it in, on which did appear 
to this Examinant ſomething like a Flaſh of Gun-powder, 
altho ſhe does own lhe ſaw nothing in the Child's Hand. 

Once the Child being {peechleſs, but otherwiſe very ſen- 
{ible,. ran-up and down the Houſe, crying, Huſh, huſh, as 
if {he had ſeen Poultry; but this Examinant ſaw nothing. 
At laſt the Child catch'd at ſomething, and threw it into 
the Fire, Afterwards, when the Child could ſpeak, this 
Examinant ask'd her what . ſhe ſaw at that time, ſhe 
anſwer d, She ſaw a Duck. Another time the youngeſt 


Child ſaid after a Fit, That Amy Duny had been with her, 


and tempted her to drown herſelf, or cut her Throat, or 
__ otherwiſe deſtroy herſelf. Another time they both cry'd 
out of Am Dany and Roſe Cullender, ſaying, Why don't you 
come your ſelves ? why do you ſend your Imps to torment us? 
This Examinant farther faith, That (he did fer down 
theſe Things as they happen'd, and that ſhe does really 
believe theſe Children are bewitchd by Amy Duny and 


Roſe Cuilender, although at firſt ſhe was not inclinable to 


th nk ſo. ; \ 


Anne Durent was another of the Perſons affiited, and 


then preſent in Court. e £ 

Fler Father, Edmund Durent, of Leyjioff, being ſworn, 

aid, That towards the End of November laſt, Roſe Cullen- 
der came to his Houſe to buy Herrings of his Wife, who 

refus d to let her have any; upon which, the ſaid Roſe went 

away ſeemingly angry. That afgerwards, on 3 iſt W 
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December following; Anne Durent, his Daughter, com- 


plain d of a fad Pain in her Stomach, like the pricking 


pol Pins, and ſoon after fell into ſwooning Fits; and up- 
on her 71 (he cry d out, that ſhe had ſeen the Ap- 
E 


parition of Koſe Cullender, who threaten'd to torment her; 
and thus ſhe continu'd (having vomited up ſeveral Pigs, 


which were produc'd in Court) until the Aſſres. This 
Ane Durent was then in Court, but could not give her 
Evidence, by Reaſon of ſtrange Fits the fell into at the 


Si zht of Roſe Cullender. 8 
Anne Baldwin being ſworn, teli1ty'd the fame Thing as 
to Anne Darent's being bewnch'd.* | 
Fane Bocking, another of the afflicted, was ſo ill, that 
(he could not come to the Aſſizes. But as to her 
Diana Bocking, of Leyſtoff, was ſworn, and ſaid, Her 
Daughter, Jane Bocking, had been formerly troubl'd witty 
Fits, but always recover d of chem; but onthe 1ft of Fe- 
bruary laſt, ſhe complain d grievoully of a ſtrange Pain in 
her Stomach, as if it had been prick d with Pins, and fell 
afterwards into a Fit, and had many Returns of theſe Fits 
"till this Time, eating little or nought, and often vomited 
crooked Pins, particularly on Sunday latt ſnhe brought up 
{even of them. When the was in her Fits, the would 
{pread Abroad her Arms, and uſe Poſtures as if ſhe catch- 
ed at ſomething, with her Hands open, and then would 


ſhut em again; and upon opening her Hands, crooked 


Dins were found in em, altho'1t could not be perceiv'd how 


they could be brought to her. At another time ſhe talk d 
in her Fits as if to ſome Perſon, (altho' ſhe would take 
no Notice of any that were preſent) then (he held out 
her Hand, ſaying, I will not have it, I will not have it. Aﬀ- 
terwards ſhe ſaid, I will, and ſhut her Hands cloſe, and 
upon forcing her Hand open, was found in it a Lath- 
Nail. She often cry'd out in her Fits, There fands Roſe 


OQullender at whe Bed's Feet; ſometimes ſhe {aid ſhe ſaw 


her at the Bed's Head, and ſometimes in other Places. Af- 
terwards ſhe was ſpeechleſs for ſeveral Days, tho' not in 
Fits. When ſhe could ſpeak, ſhe defir'd tome Meat, and. 
being ask'd why the did not ſpeak in ſo many Days, ſhe 
ſaid, Am Duny would na let her. The Pins and Nail were 
(hewn in Court, „ | Uk. 
As to Suſan (handler, another of the affficted, and in 
Court, her Mother, Aary Chandler, being ſworn, * 
| | | 8 it 


8 


r 
That about the Beginning of February laſt, ſhe was ap- 
pointed, among five other Women, by Sir Edmond Bacon, 
1 (who had granted a Warrant againſt the Priſoners upon 
| the Complaint of Mr. Pacey_) to feareh the Bodies of the 
iz Priſoners. That they went to Roſe Cullender, and told her 
they had Orders to ſearch her Body, which ſhe conſented 
i to. That having ſtript her naked, they began at her 


— 
= 8 E = 
94, oo een. eo SET = 23 


Head, and toward the Bottom of her Belly, they found 
5 ſomething like a Teat, about an Inch long. Being que- 
ſtion'd about it, ſhe ſaid, She had got a Strain by carrying 
i Water, which was the Cauſe of that Excreſcence. On farther 
| Search, they found in her Privities more of theſe Teats, 
but ſmaller than the other. This Examinant faith far- 
ther, That at the End of the long Teat, was a little Hole, 
that it feem'd to have been newly ſuck' , and it being 
| ſqueez d, there came out white Milky Matter. 
. dhe laid aJſo, That her ſaid Daughter S»ſan, then a 
i Servant in Ley/#off, and about 18 Years old, having Buſt- 
ij neſs to rife the next Morning to waſh, ſaw Roſe Cullender 
| appear to her, and the ſaid % took her by the Hand; 
at which ſhe was much frighted, and came to this Ex- 
aminant, and told her of it. Then fne fell extreamly 
ſick, complaining grievouſly of her Stomach ; and that 
VNMMight, being in Bed with another young Woman, ſhe 
ſmriek d out, crying Roſe Cullender would come to Bed to her, 
| and fell into grievous Fits, beating herſelf in a terrible 
Manner. In her Intervals, ſhe {aid ſometimes ſe ſaw 
bi . Roſe Cuilender, ſometimes ſhe ſaw her, and & great Dog with 
F lber. She vomited many crooked Pins, and, was ſome- 
times ſtricken blind, at other times dumb, as ſhe was for 
1 the preſent in Court; but being carry'd out, in balt an 
| | Hour ſhe recover'd her Speech; and being brought in a- 
. gain, and ask'd whether ſhe could give her Evidence, 
the ſaid ſhe could. But being ſworn, and ask d What ſhe 
could ſay againſt the Priſoners, ſhe fell into a grievous 
Fit, and cry'd out, Burn her, Burn her; which was all ſne 
could ſay. | en a LR 71, 
3} | Robert Chandler being ſworn, agreed with his Wife in 
|| all Parts of her Evidence, except that concerning the 
8 fearching Xaſe Gulhundeeer r. 
This was all the Evidence relating to the bewitching 
theie Children. At the Tryal were many eminent Per- 
{ons ; and among the reſt, Mr. Serjeant Keeling,” who was 
£ : unſatisfy d 
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unſatisfy d with the Evidence, which he thought not ſuf- 
ficient to convict the Priſoners, For ſuppoſing theſe Per- 
ſons were bewitch'd, yet their Imagination only was not 


- ſufficient to fix it on the Priſoners; elſe who could be 


my ky 3 their Fancies might poſſibly run on an innocent 
erſon 
The learned Dr. Browne of Norwich, being alſo preſent, 
was deſir'd to give his Opinion of the three Perſons in 
Court. He ſaid he was clearly of Opinion, that they 
were bewitch'd ; that there had lately been a Diſcovery 
'of Witches in Denmark, who us'd the fame Way of tor- 
menting Perſons, by conveying crooked Pins, Needles, 
and Nails into their Bodies. That he thought in ſuch Ca- 
{es the Devil acted upon Human Bodies, by natural Means, 
mv, by exciting and ſtirring up the ſuper-abundant Hu- 
mours, he did afflict them in a more ſurprizing Manner, 
by the {ame Diſeaſes their Bod ies were uiually ſubject to. 


hat theſe Fits might be natutal, only rais'd to a great 


Degree, by the Subtilty of the Devil co-operating with 


the Malice of theſe Witches. ; 7 
Beſides the above-mention'd Particulars, cther Tryals 
were made to ſatisfy the Curt, that the Children were 


really bewitch d. ® 


At firſt the Priſoners were brought into Court to the af- 


flicted, to touch them; and upon the leaſt Touch of them, 
(of Rofe Callender in particular, tho' before they ſeem d 
void of all Senfe, and their Fifts were faſt clenchd, ſo 


that a ſtrong Man could hot force them open) they in- 


ſtantly ſhriek d cut, and open'd their Hands; but when 
any other Perſon rouch'd em, they took no Notice of it; 


and altho' they were blinded, Jett they ſhould privately 
ſee, Roſe Cullender's touching them had the fame Effect. 

An ingen ious Perſon that was preſent, objected, that 
this Experiment was not ſufficient to find the Friſoners 


guilty, ſince the Children might counterfeit, and percei- 


ving when ſhe touch'd them, put themſelves into thoſe vi- 
olent Motions. | 1 8 5 
It was therefore privately deſir'd by the Judge, that 


ſome. eminent Gentlemen in Court would attend one of 


the diſtemper d Perſons, while ſhe was in her Futs, at the 
other End of the Hall, and bring one of the Witches to 
her, and ſee what would follow, They did ſo, and the 


Maid being blinded, A vey was brought near; bur 2- 


nother 


— 


c 
nother Perſon touch'd her, and the Touch had the ſame 


Effect with that which the Witches had. Whereupon the 
Gentlemen return d, and proteſted they believ'd the whole 
Buſineſs an Impoſture. This put the whole Court to a 


Stand, At that, Mr. Pacey ſaid, The Maid might be de- 


. ceiv'd by a Suſpicion, that the Witch 'touch'd her, when 
the did not. That he obſery'd, that in all her Fits, ſhe 


was ſenſible of what was done to her; which was after- 
wards confirm'd by the Maid, when ſhe recover'd, on 
Conviction of the Priſoners. And in ſome Mens Opini- 


on, this was rather a Confirmation that they were really 


bewitch'd, than a Sign of Fallacy. For it is impoſſible, 
that Children as they were, and of ſeveral Families no 


way related to each other, (ſhould be able all to deceive their 
Relations; and tis unreaſonable to think, that they 


ſhould conſpire together to take away the Lives of two 
filly Women; and the Priſoners themſelves did ſcarce fo 


much as object that there was any Malice in the Caſe. 


Therefore, ſay they, that extraordinary Commotion of the 
Spirits of the Children, at the approach of theſe Women, 


and no others, ſhows, that they were the Perſons that did 


bewitch em. 


Secondly, John Soam of Leyſtoſt, being {worn, ſaid, 


That not long ſince he had three Harfeſt-Carts going in- 
to the Field to load ; that one of them wrench'd the Win- 


dow of Roſe Cullender, who came out, and threaten'd him. 


That the other Carts went well enough, but this was o- 
verturn d twice or thrice that Day. That they could not 
get it through a Gate, till they had cut down the Potts, 


altho' the Cart did not touch them; neither could they 
bring it to the Place where they weuld unload it, till 


the next Morning; and then they did it eaſily. 


Robert Sherring ham being ſworn, ſaid, That about two = 


Years ſince the Axle-tree of his Cart broke down part of 
Roſe Cullender's Houſe ; upon which ſhe threaten d him in 


a great Rage, that his Horſes ſhould ſuffer for it. That 


ſoon after all thoſe Horſes, being four, dy d. That he has 
ſince had great Loſſes in his Cattel, and was ſhortly after 
taken lame for ſome Days, and recover d, but was ſo plagu'd 
with great Lice, that he was forc'd to burn two Suits of 


_ Cloaths, and then was well again. 


Richard Spencer being worn, ſaid, That on the iſt of 


noe 
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September laſt he heard Amy Dun) fay, That the Devil would + 
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1 reſt, till ſhe was reveng d on Cornelius Sandeſiwell's 
Wife... | 1 8 
Anne, Wife to Cornelius Sandeſwell, depos d on Oath, 


That ſeven or eight Years ago, ſhe having bcught ſome 


Geeſe, Amy told her, If /he did not fetch em Home, they'd be 


dieſtroy d; winch happen'd accordingly. That Any told 


her Husband, (who was her Landlord) That he muſt. 
take Care of ſuch a Chimney, or it would fall. That this 
Examinant repyl'd, Twas 4 new one. Soon after the Chim- 


ney fell down, as Amy had ſaid. She faid farther, That 


having a Firkin of Fiſh ſent to her, which lay in Leyfoff 
Road, ſhe deſir d Amy to go with her, to help bring it 
Home. An reply d, She would go when ſhe had it. Then 
this Examinant ſaid, That ſhe went tc the Boat-man, and 
demanded the Firxin. The Men told her, They could not 
keep it in the Boat from falling into the Sea, they thonght tas 
gone to the Devil, they never ſaw the like before. She ask'd 
them whether they loſt any other Goods? They ſaid, Not 
An). 5 | 
This was all the Evidence. The Priſoners ſaying, no- 
thing material to any Thing that was prov'd againſt them, 
the Judge, in his Direction to the Jury, way d repeating 
the Evidence, to avoid any Miſtake, and told the Jury 
there were two Things they were to enquire into, Firſt, 
Whether or no theſe Children were bewitch'd. Secend.y 
Whether theſe Women did bewitch them. LEES, 
He faid he did not in the leaſt doubt but there were 
Witches: Firſt, Becauſe the Scriptures affirm it. Secondly, 
Becauſe the Wiſdom of all Nations, particularly our own, 
hath provided Laws againſt Witchcraft; which implies 


their Belief of ſuch a Crime. He deſir'd them ſtrictly to 


obſerve the Evidence, and begg'd of God to dircct their 
Hearts in the weighty Concern they had in Hand, ſince 
to condemn the Innocent, and let the Guilty go free, are 
both an Abomination to the Lord. | 
; The Jury went from the Bar, and in half an Hour 
brought them in guilty of all the Indictments, being thir- 
ETD, SY On en EE | 
The next Morning the three Children came to Sir Mat- 
them Hale's Lodgings very well: And Mr. Pacey being ask- - 
ed at what Time they were thus reſtor d to their Speech 
and Health, he anſwer'd, That within half an Hour after 
the Conviction of the Priſoners, they were all reſtor d to 
| C 2 _ Health, 
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Health, and ſept well that Night, without Pain, except | 


Saſan Chandler, who complain'd, of a Pain like picking” 
of Pins in her Stomach. _ | A LES 
After this, they came into Court; but Anne Durent was 
afraid to look on the Witches, and pray d that ſhe might 
not ſee. them. But the other rwo declar'd in open Court, 
before the Priſoners, (who did not much contradict them) 


that ail that had been ſworn to, was true. After this, the 


whole Court b.ing fatisfy'd with the Verdict, the Witches 


were ſentenc'd to be hang d. . | 

Great Endeavours were us'4 to bring them to Confeſſi- 
on, but in vain, and they were executed on Monday the 
17th of March, but confeſs d nothing. 
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Obſervations on the foregoing Tryal of Amy 


Dun and Roſe Cullender. 


1 is vtry probable, that Mr. Juſtice Pozell had never ſeen 


this Tryal, when he ſaid in that of Mother Wenham, 


That he never keard, that in any Witch's Tryal before, the af- 


flicted Perſons fell into a Fit in Court. For here the Reader 
ſees, that three Perſons diſturb'd, all fell into Fits at the 


Sight of the Priſoners; which was exactly the Caſe of 


Anne Thorn, She was to all Appearance very well in the 
Morning, till ſhe ſaw the wicked Author of her Tor- 
ments in Court; and then ſhe fell into a Fit, as is related, 
P- 24. of the Account of the Diſcovery of Surcery, c. 
But this Circumſtance is not the only one in which 


- theſe two Caſes agree: For 1. As Durent's Child's Fits 


immediately ſucceeded upon Anm Duny's threatening her, 
That ſhe had a4 good have done otherwiſe, as have found Fault 


with fer; 10.1n our Caſe, immediately before Anne Thoms 
firlt Fit, Jane Heußam threaten d Mr. Gardiner, as you may ſee 
p- 3. and before the ſecond ſhe had threaten'd Anne Thern 
herſelf. That if ſhe told any more ſuch Steries of ker, as A 

een 
yet, P-5. to ſay nothing of her threatening her after Con- 
. demnation, that Anne Thorn and Aune Street ſhould not 
be nell het; which has exactly come to paſs ſince. 


had lewiichd her, it ſbauld be worſe with her, than is ha 


2. Theſe 
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t 2. Theſe two Caſes agree alſo in the Circumſtance of 
g © the Witches appearing to the Affficted, before a Fit, in 
her own Shape; and the very remarkable Paſſage of Pins 
13 being convey by inviſible Means to the Hands of the 
it Perſons afflicted, is ſo exactly reſembling the Caſe of 

t, Anne Thorn, that they ſeem to be the fame Story, If the 
) Reader will compare the Evidence of Diana Becting in 
e , this Tryal, with p. 19 of the Account, he will find they 


s are ſo very much alike, that the one ſeems to be a Copy 

„„ N ng 
j- Then their ſtarting up with great Strength and Fury 
e upon the Touch of the Witch, is the ſame in both Cafes; 


their endeavouring to get at her to ſcratch her; their con- 
tinual cr. ing out of her, or them: But there is this Dif- 


— _ ference in Favour of Aune Thorn, that the never wcover- 
ed upon the Touch of any other Perſon, altho' ſhe could 
„ Dot tell whether it was not the real Witch, her Eyes be- 


ing faſt clos d; whereas one of the diſteinper d Perſons in 
this Tryal being blinded, and ſuppoſing the Witch touch- 
cd her, ſprung up as uſual; when in Truth it was not 
the Witch, but another Perſon that touch'd her. 
That part of Margaret Arnold's Evidence concerning E- 
lirabeth and Deborah Pacey, that Amy Duny had been nith 
Deborah Pacey, and tempted her to drown kerſcif, or to cut 
her Throat, or otherwiſe to deſtroy ferſelf, is but too nearly 
reſembl'd in the violent Temptations both Anne I horn and 
Anne Street have all along ſince their IIlneſs ſtruggl'd with, 
to deſtroy themſelves; and this they have. been tempted 
do do ſometimes by the Apparition of Fane Wenham in 
her own Shape, at other times by the Cat, which ſpeaks to 
them, bidding en- not mind what their Friends ſay to them, 
but fill themſelves, and they ſhould be nell. ; 
; When the Reader compares the Evidence given at theſe 
two Tryals, he muſt needs perceive a vaſt Superiority of 
Strength in that of Mother Menham. That which fix'd 
theſe Witchcrafts upon Amy Dany and the other, was 
© . chiefly the ſtrong Imagination of the Parties afflicted, 
ö who cry d out in their Fits, that theſe Women did ap- 
k pear to them, and torment em. There were indeed o- 
ther Circumſtances, ſuch as their threatening the Relati- 
ons of the Afflicted, Cc. but this was the moſt material 
Proof. Now, the Proſecutors of Jane Wenham did not 
only bring all theſe Proofs, - but ſtrengthen d them by 
5 1 yon 
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yond Contradiction by the Confeſſion of the Priſoner her- 
felf, which was at large atteſted upon Oath by two reve- 
rend and worthy. Divines. 5 e 

I was very well pleas d to find, upon reading this Try- 
al, that Sir Matthew Hale declard bimſelf clearly of O- 
pimon, that there were ſuch Creatures as Witches upon 
the Authority of the Scriptures, as well as the Laws of 
all Nations, who would not have unanimouſly agreed in 
providing proportionable Pumiſhments for the Offence, 

they not been perſwaded, that there really was ſuch a 

Crime as Witchcraft. I (hall now ſabjoin another very 
remarkable Inſtance of a Tryal, which in many Cucum- 
ſtances comes ſtill nearer to the Ciſe of Fane Wenham, It 
is takey out of the Collection of Relations at the End of 
Mr. Glanvill's Sadduciſmus Jriumphatus; together with Ob- 

ſervations on ſuch Parts of it as reſemble Wenham's Caſe, 
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An Abſtract of the Relation of the Proceedings 
_ againſt Florence Newton, an Iriſh Witch of 
Youghall, taken out of her Tryal at the .if- 
iges held for the County of Cork, Septem- 
ber 11. 1661, 2 5 
Z He Nenton was committed to Youghall Priſon by 
the Mayor of the Town, March 24. 1661. for be- 
witciung Mary Longdon, who gave Evidence againſt her 
at Cori Aﬀizcg, as follows: 
Aar) Long don being ſworn, and examind what ſhe 
could fay againſt the ſaid Florence Newton, for any Pra- 
ctice of Witchcraft on herſelf ; and being bid to look on 
the Priſoner, ker Countenance chang'd very pale, and the 
Was afraid to look towards her; but at lal{ (he did. Be- 
ing ask d whether ſhe knew her ? he ſaid ſhe did, and 
wiſh'd ſhe never had. Being ask d how long the had known 
her? the ſaid, for three or four Years ; and that at Chrift- 
94s laſt the ſaid Florence came to the Deponent, at the 
Houſe of John Pyne of Youghall, where the Deponent was 
a Servant, and ask'd her to give her a Piece of Beef out 
ef the Powdcing-Tub. And the Deponent anſwering, 
1 | 5 her 
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> her ſhe could not give away her Maſter's Beef, the ſaid 
, = Florence ſeem d to be angry, and ſaid, Thou had jt as good 


,  bavegiven it me; and ſo went away grumbling. 


. | Obſervation. | . | 
' The Reader-is — wi to look back to p. 1. of the Account of 
1 Jane Wenham, where he will nd ſomething very like this in 
the Information of Matthew Gilſton. 85 


5 Mary Longdon goes on, and ſaitbh, 
That about a Week after, this Deponent going to the _ 
Water with a Pail of Cloaths on her Head, ſhe met the faid 
Florence Newton, who came full in her Face, and threw the 
Pail off her Head, and violently kiſsd her, ſaying, Mary, 
I pray thee, let thee and I be Friends; for I bear thee no ill 
Hi, and I pray thee do thou bear me none. And that ſhe the 
Deponent went afterwards Home, and that within a few 
Days after, ſhe ſaw a Woman with a Vail over her Face 
\ , Randing by her Bed Side, and one ſtanding by her like a 
little old Man in Silk Cloaths; and that this Man, which 
ſhe took be a Spirit, drew the Veil from the old Woman's 
Face, and then ſhe knew eit to be Goody Nenton; and 
that the Spirit ſpake to this Deponent, and would have had 
ber promiſe him to follow his Advice, and ſhe ſhould. 
„ have all Things after her own Heart. To which ſhe an- 
_ ſ{wer'd, That ſhe would have nothing to ſay to kim, but put her 
Fruſt in the Lord. | | | 
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| _ Obſervation. 1 5 
1 How very like is this Hypocriſy of Mother Newton, who, to 
= » gain à greater Poner to do Miſchief, pretended a Deſire to be 
reconcil d to Mary Longdon, # to that Part of Suſan Aylott's 
Information, p. 13. of the Account, wherein ſhe ſaith, That 


: Jane Wenham came to her Houſe, and look d upon a Child 
- _ which was in her Lap, and ſtrok d it, and ſaid, Suſan, 
i _ you have a curious Child; you and I had ſome Words, 


4 but I hope we are Friends, ©. Soon after nhich the 
Child dyd ſtrangely, The Moman in the Veil here menti- 
an d, cannot but bring to Mind the Woman in the Riding- 
1 Hood, who appear d to Matthew Gilſton, p. 1. and Anne 
I Thorn, p. 4. and 8. and the Spirits ſpeaking to Mary Long- 
don, and tempting her, is alni:j} the ſame with the Cat's ſpeak- 
ing to Anne Thorn and Anne Street, tempting them to come 

but, p. 23 and 36, | 
1 Mary 


tinu'd ty'd on a faſt Knot. 
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Maty Longdon proveds abt, 
That within a Month after the ſaid Florence had kiſs d 
her, ſhe this Deponent fell very ill of Fits and Trances, 
which would take her on the Sudden, in that Violence 
hat three or four Men could not hold her; and in her 
Fits ſhe would often be taken with Vomitings, and would 
vomit up Needles, Pins, Horſe-Nails, Stubs, Wooll, and 
Straw. And being ask d whether ſhe perceiv' d at theſe 
times what ſhe vomited ? She ſaid, She did; for ſhe was 
not then in ſo great a Diſtraction, as in other Parts of her Fits 
fhe was And that a little before the firſt Beginning of 
her Fits, ſeveral (and very many ſmall) Stones would 
. fall upon her as ſhe went up and down, and would fol- 
low her from Place to Place, and from one Room to a- 
nother, and would hit her on the Head, Shoulders, and 
Arms, and fall to the Ground, and vaniſh away. And 
that ſhe and ſeveral others would ſee them both fall upon 
her, and on the Ground, but could never take them, fave 
only ſome few, which ſhe and her Maſter caught in their 
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Hands. Amongſt which, one that had a Hole it it, ſne 


ty d (as ſhe was advis d) with a Leather Thong to her 
Parſe, but it vaniſh'd immediately, tho the Leather con- 


* 


That in her Fits ſhe often ſaw this Florence Newton, and 
cry d out agaiuſt her, for tormenting her; for the ſays that 
ſhe would ſeveral times ſtick Pins into her Arms, and 
ſome of them ſo faſt, that a Man muſt pluck three or 
four Times to get out the Pin, and. they were ſtuck be- 

tween the Skin and the Fleſh. That ſometimes ſhe ſhould 
be remov d out of her Bed into another Room; ſometimes 
{he ſhould be carry'd to the Top of the Houſe, and laid 
on a Board betwixt two ſolar Beams; {ſometimes put in- 
to a Cheſt, ſometimes under a Parcel of Wooll, ſometimes 
between two Feather Beds on which ſhe us d to he, and 


{ſometimes betwixt the Bed and the Mat in her Ma- 


ſter's Chamber in the Day-time. Being ask'd how ſhe 


knew ſhe was thus carry d about and difpos'd of, ſeeing | 


in her Fits the was in a violent Diſtraction, ſhe anſwer- 
ed, She never knew where ſhe was, till they of the Family, 


and the Neighbours with then, would be taking her out of 
the Places whither ſhe was ſo carryd and remov'd. And be- 


ing ask'd the Reaſon why ſhe cry'd out ſo much againſt 
Florence Nenton in her Fits? ſhe anſwer'd, Becauſe ſhe ſam 


and felt her Torturing. | And 
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And being ask d how ſhe could think 1t was Florence 
Newton that did her this Prejudice, ſhe ſaid, firſt, Becauſe 


» ſhe threaten'd her; then, becauſe after ſhe had Kiſs'd her, 
Che fell into theſe Fits, and that ſhe both ſaw and felt her 


tormenting. - And laſtly, That when the People of the 
Family, by Advice of the Neighbours,, and Conſent of 


the Mayor, had ſent for Florence Newton to come to the 


Deponent, (he was always worſe when ſhe was brought 
to her, and her Fits more violent, than at another time. 


And that after the ſaid Florence was committed at Tong- 


hall, the Deponent was not troubl'd, but was very well 


till a little while after the faid Florence was remov'd to 


Cork, and then the Deponent was as ill as ever before. 
And the Mayor of Toughall, one Mr. Mayre, then ſent to 
know whether the {aid Florence were bolted (as the De- 


ponent was told) and finding ſhe was not, Order was gi- 
ven to put the Bolts on her; which being done, the De- 
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ponent faith (he was well again, and fo bath continu'd 
ever ſince. And being ask'd whether (he had ſuch like 
Fits before the ſaid Florence gave her the Kiſs, ſhe ſaith he 
never had any, but believes that with that Kiſs ſhe be- 
witch'd her. And the rather, becauſe ſhe hath heard from 
Nicholas Pyne, and others, that the ſaid Florence hath con- 


feels d as much. . 


IE Oblexrvation. | 1 
Here are alſo ſome Things in which the Fits of Mary Long- 


don and Anne Thorn agree, particulariy the great Strength of 


the Afficted when in a Fit, ſo great that three or four Men 
could hardly hold em down. But there is one ver) remarkable 
Difference which ] doubt not but my Reader kas already talen 
Notice of, viz. That this Mary Longdon was always worle of 
her Fits whenever Florence Newton came into the Room; 
whereas Anne Thorn conftantly recovet d of her' at the T ouch 
of Jane Wenham. And yer I think theſe different Appearan- 
ces may be both accounted for the ſame Way. It is not reaſona- 
ble to ſuppoſe, that either of theſe Alterations in the Micted, 
came to paſs by the Conſent or Procurement of the Witches 
themſelves, who could not but perceive that they ſerv d as ſtrong 
Circumſtances againſt them; but this was done by the over-ra=, 
ling Providence of Almight God, to convict theſe miſerable 

eatures ; and either of theſe Way: might do as well as the o- 
ther, ſince it is 1 ſurprizing to ſee one in perſect Health 

e 


fall into ſuch terrible Fits at the Sighs of any one Perſon, wy 


7 


eee 1 
ſee another recover ont of ſuch Fits upon the bare Touch ef 4 
ſuſpected Witch ; both of them tending only to the Diſcovery. of 
the Criminal. Thus Anne Thorn el into a Fit in Court, 
nen [he ff ſaw the Witch, but recover d at her coming near 
to her, Here alſo the Reader finds ſome ſtrange Circumſtances, 
as that of the Hail-/tones falling upon, Mary Longdon, her be- 
ing removd up and down, &c. which are different {x08 any 
ls. in the Caſe of Anne Thorn. But it cannot be expect- 
ed, that all Witchcrafts ſhould be alike; and that the Devil 
ſhould be oblig'd to act always uniforyly, is a very ſtrange Po- 
ulatum, which yet ſome of our profound Arguers againſt 
Witchcratt very unreaſonably demand. 15 5 4 


r 


This Mary Long don having clos' d up her Evidence, Flo- 
rence Nenton peep d at her, as it were, between the Heads 
of the By- ſtanders that interpos'd between her and the ſaid 
Mary, and hfting up both her Hands together as they | 
were manacl'd, caſt them in an angry violent Kind of 
Motion (as was ſeen and obſerv'd by W. Aton) roms 
the ſaid Mary, as if the intended to ſtrike at her, if (he 
could reack her, and ſaid, Now 2 is donn. Upon which, 
the Maid fell ſuddenly to the Ground like a Stone, and 
fell into a moſt violent Fit, that all the People that could 
come to lay Hands on her, could ſcarce hold her, (he bis- 
N ting her own Arms, and ſhrieking out in a moſt hideous 
i Manner, to the Amazement of all the Beholders. And 


L 

| 

| [ 

5 To go on with the Relation. | 
; 

F 

| 

: 
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continuing to for about a Quarter of an Hour, (the ſaid 
i Florence Nemon ſitting by herſelf all that while, pinching | 
| ber own Hands and Arms, as was ſworn by ſome that 


| obſerv'd her) the. Maid was order d to be carry'd out of 
1 the Ccurt, and taken into an Houſe; whence ſeveral Per- 
|  fons aſter, that brought Word, that the Maid was in | 
li yomiting Fit, and they brought in ſeveral crooked Pins, 
Wo and Straws, and Wooll, in white Foam like Spittle, in 


4 | Nai abundance : Whereupon the Court having taken 

5 otice that the Maid had ſaid ſhe had been very well 
when the ſaid Florence was in Bolts, demanded of the 

_ Gaoler if ſhe were in Bolts or no: To which he ſaid (he 
was not, but only manacl'd. 


pon which, Order was given to put on her Bolts; 
and upon putting them on,ſhe cry d out,the was killd ſne 
Was undone, ſhe was ſpoil'd ; why do you dender f 
Ki 2323 tus 
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thus? and ſo continu d complaining grievoully for about 


half a Quarter of an Hour; and then came in a Meſſenger 


from the Maid, and inform'd the Court the Maid was 


well. At which Florence immediately and cholerickly ut- 
ter d theſe Words, She is not well get. And being demand- 


ed how ſhe knew ſhe was not well, ſhe deny'd the ſaid fo, 
tho many in Court heard her fay the Words; and ſhe 
ſaid, if ſhe did, ſhe knew not what ſhe ſaid, being old, 
and diftracted with her Sufferings. But the Maid being 
reaſonably well come to herſelf, was, before the Court 
knew any Thing of it, ſent out of the Town to Youghall, 
and fo was no farther examin'd by the Court. This Fit 
of the Maid being urg'd by the Conrt with all the Cir- 


cumſtances of it, to have been a Continnance of her De- 


viliſh Practice, ſhe deny'd it, and likewiſe the Motion of 
her Hands, or the ſaying, Nom ſhe is down ; tho' the Court 


ſaw the firſt, and the Words were {worn by one Roger 


Mow. And Thomas Harriſon ſwore, That he had obſerv d 


the ſaid Florence peep at her, and uſe that Motion with 


her Hands, and ſaw the Maid fall down immediately up- 


on that Motion, and heard the Words, Now ſhe is down, ut- 


erl. e 
YO ee Obſervation. Ls 

In nothing more does Jane Wenham reſemble Florence 
Newton, than in her impudent Lying backwards and formards, 


which mas obſerx d by all that tall d with her while ſhe was un- 


der Examination, and even ſince her Condemnatien, fhe cannot 
leave it of, but it is every Day taken Notice of by ail that come 
near her. 55 | b 85 
Bat to go on with this Relation. | 
Nickolas Stout was next produc'd by Mr. Attorney-Ge- 
neral, who being ſworn and examin'd, ſaid, That he had 
oft try d her, having heard fay that Witches could not ſay 
the Lord's Prayer, whither (he could ſay that Prayer or 


not, and found ſhe could not; whereupon ſhe ſaid (he 
could ſay it, and had often ſaid it; and the Court being 


deſir d by her to hear her ſay it, gave her Leave; and four 
times together after, theſe Words, { give us this Day our 
daily Bread] ſhe continually ſaid, As we forgive them, lea- 
ving out the Words, [And forgive us our Treſpaſſes] upon 
which the Court appointed one to teach her theſe Words 


ſhe ſo left out: But ſhe either could not, or would not 
ſay them, uſing only theſe or the like Words, he, age, 


D 2 A, Treſpaſs; 
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Freſpaſſes; that's the Words, And being oft preſs d to utter 0 
the Words as they were repeated to her, (he did not: | t 
And being ask d the Reaſon, ſhe ſaid (he. was: old; and 
had a bad Memory; and being ask'd how her Memory ; 
{erv'd her ſo well for other Parts of the Prayer, and only | 
fail'd her for that, the ſaid ſhe knew not; neither could 


(he help it. . 
„ ( 1 
In the Account above refer d to p. 10 and 12, the Reader 
will find that this was exactly the Caſe with Jane Wenham. 
When ſhe came to this very Petition, ſhe could not repeat it; 
no, not after another . o rehearsd it ſlonly io her. Jis true, 
this Experiment was not made in Court, the Fudge thinking fit 
to wave it, altho it was deſir d by Mrs, Gardiner, towards the 
End of the Tryal, Neither did Mother Wenham cart for it- 
herſelf, kaving ſo often found herſelf foil'd at this Petition, and 
that, Lead us not into Temptation, &c. tho her Memory 
nas as good as Florence Newton's as to the reſt of the Prayer. 


T/o proceed with the Tryal of Florence. 

| John Pyne being likewiſe {worn and examin'd, ſaid, 
1 That abbut January laſt Mary Longdon, being his Servant, 
4 was much troubl'd with little Stones that were thrown at 
| her wherever ſhe went, and that he hath ſeen them come 
as if they were thrown at her, others as if they dropp'd 
ou her; and that he hath ſeen very great Quantities of 
them, and that they would, after they had hit her, fall 
on the Ground, and then vaniſh, ſo that none of them 
could be found. And farther, That the Maid once caught | 
one of them, and he himſelf another, and one of them | 
with a Hole in it, ſhe ty'd to her Purſe, but it vaniſhd | 

in a little Time, but the Knot of the Leather that ty'd it, 
remain d unalter d. That after the Stones had thus haunt- | 
ed her, ihe fell into moſt grievous Fits, wherein ſhe was | 
ſo violently diftracted, that four Men would have very | 
| much to do to hold her; and that in the greateſt of her 
5 Extremities, ſhe would cry out of Gammar Newton for | 
6 hurting and tormenting of her. That ſometimes the Maid | 
would be reading in a Bible, and on the ſudden he hath | 
ſeen the Bible ſtruck out of her Hand into the middle of |; 
the Room, and ſhe immediately was caſt into a violent 
Fit. That in the Fits he hath feen two Bibles laid on her 
Breaſts, and in the Twinkling of an Eye, they — 
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ES (Ga) | . 
_ eaſt between the two Beds the Maid lay upon, ſometimes © | 
thrown into the middle of the Room, and that Nicholas | 
Pyne held the Bible in the Maid's Hand ſo faſt, that it be- 
ing ſuddenly ſnatch'd away, two of the Leaves were torn. 
That in many other Fits the Maid was remov'd ſtrangely 
in the Twinkling of an Eye, out of the Bed, ſometimes 
into the bottom of a Cheſt with Linnen, and the Linnen 
not at all diſorder d, ſometimes betwixt the two Beds ſhe 
lay'on, ſometimes under a Parcel of Wooll, ſometimes 
betwint bis Bed and the Mat of it in another Room, and 
once the was laid on a ſmall Deal Board which lay on the 
| Top of an Houſe betwixt two ſolar Beams, where he was 
fore d to rear up Ladders to have her fetch'd down. That 
in her Fits ſhe hath often vomited up Wooll, Pins, Horſe- 
Nails, Stubs, Straw, Needles, ani Moſs, with-a kind of 
white Foam or Spittle, and hath had ſeveral Pins ſtuck 
into her Arms and Hands, that ſometimes a Man muſt 
pull three or four times before he could pull one of them 
out, and ſome have {tuck between the Fleſh and the Skin, 
where they might be perfectly ſeen, but not taken out, 
nor any Place ſeen where they were put in. That When 
the Witch was brought into the Room where ſhe was, 
| fhe would be in more violent and longer-laſting Fits than 
at other Times. That all the Time »he Witch was at Lis 
berty, the Maid was ill, and that as ſoon as ſhe was com- 
mitted and bolted, ſhe recover'd and was well; and that 
when the Witch was remov'd to Cork, the Maid fell ill; 
and thereupon the Mayor of Tong hall lent to ſee whether 
ſhe was bolted or no, and to acquaint them the Maid 
was ill, and deſire them, if the Witch were not bolted, 
they would bolt her. That ſhe immediately recover d, 
and was as well as ever; and when\the Meſſenger came 
from Cork, and told them the Wiich was bolted, it fell 
out to be the very Time the Maid amended at Toughatl, 
Nicholas Pyne being ſworn, ſaid, That the ſecond Night 
that the Witch was in Priſon, being the 24th of March 
laſt, he and Foſeph Thom ſon, Roger Hawkins, and ſome o- 
thers , went to ſpeak with her concerning the Maid, and 
told her, that it was the general Opinion of the Town 
that ſhe had bewitch'd her, and deſir d her to dea! ſreely 
With them, whether the had bewitch'd her or no? She 
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| faid ſhe had not bewitch'd her, but it may be ſhe had o- 
verlookd her, and that there was a great deal of _ 
. 8 His 8 rence 
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| (229) -; a 
renee between bewitching and overlooking ; and that ſhe - 
could not have done her any Harm, if ſhe had not touchd 
Her, and therefore ſhe had kiſs d her. And ſhe faid, tbar 
what Miſchief ſhe thought upon at that Time ſhe kiſsd #4 
her, would fall upon her; and that ſhe would not but 
confeſs, that ſhe had wrong d the Maid, and thereupon 
fell down. on her Knees, and pray d God to forgive her 
wronging the poor Maid. They wilh'd that ſhe might 
not be wholly deſtroy d by her; to which ſhe ſaid it muſt 
be another that mult help her, and not they that did the 
Harm. And then ſhe faid there were others, as Goody 
Halfpenny and Goody Dod, in Town, that could do theſe 
Things as well as ſhe, and that ir might be one of them 
that had done the Maid Wrong, OE TT 


1 | Obſervation. | . 
All this Iaft Paragraph ( altering only the Names) is true of 
Tane Wenham. She confeſs'd to ſeveral, that ſhe had loo d 
upon Anne Thorn; which dark Expreſſion, I nuſt own, I | 
1 was at 4 Loſs to underſtand, till this very Paſſage explain d it 
5 to me. I ſee now by it, that this is a Term of Art among the | 
1 Witches, by which tis probable they mean ſome leſs Degree of 
miſchievons enchanting ; whereas, according to Mother New- 
ton, the Word Bewi! hing ſeems to figniſy ſomething ſtill 
greater, perhaps hurting even to Death. Whatever be its Mean- 
ing, I declare that I very well remember Jane Wenham's -- 
ing that (he had look d upon Anne Thorn. The Conje- 
Eture of the Editor of this Edition of Mr. Glanvill's Book, in 
bis Advertiſement annex d to this Relation, ſeems to be, that 
this overlooking, or (inJane Wenham's Expreſſion ) look- 
ing upon, relates to *Oglanyuic Bagxav©, and that the Mas 
' gical Venom came ont at her Eyes when ſhe kiſsd the Maid. 
And he leaves it to the Criticks in that black School, to determine 
whether this *Opfa>u3s Baorar® he not the ff Sort of Witch- 
craft, diſtinct from that of bewitching People by Images made 
of Wax ; and whether aftewards this Sort of bewitching by meer 
looking or touching, might not be calld overlooking. To | 
which I add, that it is 4 common Expreſſun almoſt in every 
Bodys Mouth, when they ſpeak of a Perſon ſuppos'd to be be» ||. 
witch d, that he or ſhe lies under an ill Tongue; and why they 
may not 4s well ſay under an evil Eye, as an ill Tongue, 1 do 
not ſee any Reaſon. However, 1 offer this only as Conjecture, 
and proceed farther to obſerve the Agreement of this whole Pa- 
We | 5 ragraph, 
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ragruph, with the 1 4 Wenham. Muber Newton 
bere confeſſes, that ſhe had done * the Maid. This al. 
ſo did Goody Wenham, and often would fall on her Knees, and 
pray to God to forgive her what ſhe had done, Mother Wen- 
Fan was deſir d-to help Anne Thorn if ſhe*conld ; but ſhe 
ſaid ſhe could not, for another was as deep in it as herſelf ;_ and 
as Florence Newton nam d two of her Neighbours, ſo did 
Jane Wenham alſo name three Women of Walkerne, as her 
Confederates, but could prove nothing upon em. I muſt needs 
ſay, when I firſt read this Story of Florence Newton, which 
was not till after Jane Wenham's being committed to Goal, 1 
was not 4 little ſurpriz'd to find ſuch almoſt exact Agreement 
between it, and thoſe Paſſages to which I was an Eye and Ear 
Witneſs ; and it ſerv d to me, as I doubt not but it will to the 
Reader, as a ſtrong Argument of the Being of Witches. For 
how ſhould two old Women, accus'd of 4a Crime merely imagina- 
ry, in diſtant Times and Nations, agree 10 exallly in a 2 
of Art, which is ſupposd peculiar to thoſe who are guilty of 
that Crime? How, I ſay, could this be, if there were no real 
Foundation for it, no Ground at all for this critical Diſtinction, 
between bewitching and overlooking... EY 


| Let us now go on with the Relation. S- 

Nicholas Pyne farther faith, That towards Evening the 
Door of the Priſon ſhook, and ſhe aroſe up haſtily, aud 
\f/ ſaid, What makeſt tho here at this Time of the Night? And 
| there was a very great Noiſe, as if Somebody with Bolts 
and Chains had been running up and down the Room. 
And they ask'd her what it was ſhe ſpoke to? and what 
it was that made the Noiſe? She faid (the ſaw nothing, 
neither did ſhe ſpeak, and if ſhe did, it was ſhe knew 
not what. But the next Day ſhe confeſs d it was a Spirit 
and her Familiar, in the Shape of a Greyhound, —— 
That he and Mr, Ednard Perry, and others, took a Tile 

off the Priſon next to the Place where the Witch lay, and 
carry d it to the Houſe where the Maid liv'd, and put it 
into the Fare till it was red-hot, and then dropt ſome of 
the Maid's Water upon 1t, and the Witch was then grie- 
| vouſly tormented ; and when the Water was conſum'd, 


ſhe was well again, | 
% Obſervation. | 
The Reader will find, p. 20 of our Account, juſt ſuch another 
Experiment made at Walkerne, in which they alſo made uſe of 
I at the 
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be Maid aur, only inſtead of dropping it on 4 Tile, they put | 
4 


it into 4 Stone Bottle; and it was 
wer the Fire, the Witch ſeem d in great Torture. 


Nicholas Pyne farther ſaith, 


That as to the Stones falling on, and caſt at the Maid, 


as to the: Maid's Fits, her Removal into the Cheſt, under 
the Wooll, betwixt the Feather Beds, ou the Top of che 
Deal Board, betwixt two ſolar Beams, concerning the Bi- 


bles and their Remove, his holding one of them in the 


Maid's Hand till two Leaves were torn, concerning the 


Maid's vomiting, and her calling out againſt the Witch, ne 


agreeth perfectly throughout with John Pyne, as before. 

Edward Perry being likewiſe ſworn, depoſeth, That he, 
Mr. Greatrix, and Mr. Blackwall, went to the Maid, and 
Mr. Greatrix and he had read of a Way to diſcover a 
Witch, which he would put in Practice. And fo they 
ſent for the Witch, and ſet her on a Stool, and a Shoe- 


maker, with a ſtrong Awl, endeavour to ſtick it in the 
Stool, but could not till the third Time; and then they 


bad her come off the Stool, but ſhe ſaid (he was very 
' weary, and could not ſtir. Then two of them pull'd her 


off, and the Man went to pull out his Awl, and it dropt 
into his Hand with half an Inch broke off the Blade of 


it, and they all look'd to have found where it had been 
ſtuck, but could find no Place where any Entry had been 
made by it. Then they took another Awl, and put it 
into the Maid's Hand, and one of them took the Maid's 
Hand, and ran violently at the Witch's Hand with it, 
but could not enter it, tho' the Awl was ſo bent, that 
none of them could put it ſtrait again. Then Mr. 
Blackpall took a Launce and launc'd one of her Hands an 


Inch and half long, and a quarter deep, but it bled not | 
at all; then he launc'd the other Hand, and then they 


bled. 
| | Obſervation. f 

Here again Florence Newton and Jane Wenham agree in 
the Difficulty there was in fetching Blood of —_ them. Page 
19 of the Account, the Reader may ſee, that Mr. Chauncy 


ftuck ſeveral Pins into Jane Wenham's Arms, and one up to 


the Head, yet no Blood jollew'd, neither did ſhe ſeem ſenſible of 


any Pain, 


s obſer d, that while it was o- 


Eduard 


«Ä »˖—— <- af TR ri op Pe 


3 8 1 


went out at the M 
done the Maid Hurt, I am ſorry for it. And being then 
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Edmord Perry farther faith, That ter the was in Priſong 
he went with Roger Hawkins, and others, to diſcourſe with 
the Witch about the Maid, and they ask'd what it was 
ſhe ſpake to the Day before? and after ſome Denyal, ſhe - 
ſaid it was a ng ps which was her Familiar, and 

Window; and then ſhe ſaid, If I have 


ask d whether ſhe had done her any Hurt? ſhe ſail ſhe 
never did bewitch her, but confeſs'd ſhe had overlook d 
her, at the Time ſhe kiſs d her, but that ſhe could not 
now help her ; for none could help that did the Miſchief, 


but others. And farther the Deponent faith, That after 


at the Aſſe at Caſhal, he meeting with one William Lap, 
and diſcourſing about theſe- Paſſages with him, the faid 


Lap told the Deponent, that if he would but take a Tile 
off the Houſe near the Place where the Witch lay, and 


beat it red hot in the Fire, and then take ſome of the 


Maid's Water and drop upon it, that fo long as this was 


doing, he ſhould find the Witeh grievouſly tormented. 
That afterwards he, Edward Perry, Nicholas Pyne, and o- 
thers, put this in Practice, and found that the Witch 
was extreamly tormented and vex'd, and when the Expe- 


riment was over, ſhe came to her ſelf; and then the 


ask'd her how ſhe came to hurt the Maid? and ſhe ſaid, 
That what Evil ſhe thought againſt the Maid that Time the | 


| kiſs'd her, that Would fall upon her; and that ſhe could 


not have hurt her, except ſhe had touch'd her; and then 
{he fell upon her Knees, and confeſs d ſhe had wrong'd 
the Maid, and deſird God to forgive her. And then 
they pat her upon ſaying the Lord's Prayer, but the could 
not ſay the Words, And forgive us our Tres 3 
Mr. Wood, a Minifter, being likewiſe ſworn and exa- 
min'd, depoſeth,: That having heard of the Stones dropt 


and thrown at the Maid, and of her Fits, and meeting 


with the Maid's Brother, he went along with him to the 
Maid, and found her in her Fir, crying out of Gammar 
Nenron, that he prick'd her, and hurt her. And when 
ſhe came to her ſelf, he ask d her what had troubl'd her? 
and ſhe faid, Gammar Newton, And the Deponent faid, 
Why ? ſhe was not there, Yes, Haid (he, I ſaw her by my Bed- 
/de. The Deponent then ask'd her the Original of all, 


which the related, from the Time of her Fegging the Beef, 


and after kiſſing her, and lo to that Time, That then 
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* they causd the Maid to be got up, and ſent for Florence 


Menton, but (he refus d to come, pretending ſhe was ſick, 
tho indeed it appear d ſhe was well. Then the Mayor of 
Tung hall came in, and ſpoke with the Maid, and then ſent 
again, and caus d Florence Nemton to be brought in, and 

immediately the Maid fell into her Fit far more violent, 

and three times as long as at any other Time; and all the 
Time the Witch was in the Chamber, the Maid cry d out 
continually of being hurt here and there, but never nam d 
the Witch, but as ſoon as ſhe was remov'd, then ſhe cry d 
out againſt her by the Name of Gammar Newton, and this 
for ſeveral times. And ſtill, when the Witch was out of 
the Room, the Maid would deſire to go to Prayers, and 
be found good Aﬀections in her in Time of Prayer; but 
when the Witch was brought in again, tho' never ſo pri- 
vately, altho' the could not poſſibly, as the Deponent 
eonceives, ſee her, ſhe would be immediately ſenſeleſs, and 
like to be ſtrangl d, and ſo would continue 'till the Witch 
as taken out; and then, tho' never ſo privately carry'd 
away, ſhe would come again to her Senſes. That after- 
wards Mr. Greatrix, Mr. Blackwall, and ſome others, who 
would needs ſatisfy themſelyes in the Influence of the 

Witch's Preſence, try d it, and found it ſeveral times, al- 
tho' it was done with all poſſible Privacy, and fo as none 
could think it poſſible for the Maid to know either of the 

Witch's coming in, or going out. 9 5 

| Ly 


| 5 Obſervation. 8 
Here i, as in Wenham's Tryal, a Clergy-man evidencing 
againjt the Priſoner, aitho' I do not hear any Reflections made 
upon him for jo doing; and there are two Things very remarka- 


ble in his Teſtimony, one, that he found good Aﬀettions in the 


Maid in Time of Preyer ; the other, that there was a range 
Alteration in her upon the Vi itch's coming into the Room, The 
firſt of theſe was 1575 ohſerd d in Anne Thorn, who, | as 
Joon as recover d out of ker Fits, which was immediately upon 
their beginning to pray by ber, alyays join'd in the Prayers with 
great Signs of Devotion and J ruft in God, and in her Intervals, 
ſhe was almoſt conſtantly reading or praying, There was alſo 
objery'd in ter as great an Alteration upon Sight of the Witch, 
as in Mary Longdon, only it was for the better, which, - as 1 
have obſerv'd already, may be accounted for the ſame way as the 
others groning IT at the Preſence of Florence MG. 6 
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Ik be next Witneſs at the Tryal, was Richard Magre, 


Mayor of Tonghall, who being fworn, faith, That about 
the 24th of March laſt, he ſent for Florence Nenton, and 


examin d her about the Maid, and ſhe at firſt deny d it, and 
aceus d Goody Halfpenny and Cody Dod, but at Length, 
when he bad caus'd a Boat to be provided, and had 


s 


thought to'have try'd the Water-Experiment on them all 
three, then Florence Newton confeſs d, that ſhe had 
 overlook'd the Maid, and done her Wrong with a Kits ; 


for which ſhe was heartily ſorry, and pray'd God to for- 


give her. Then he likewiſe examin'd the other two Wo- 


men, Halfpenny and Dod, but they utterly deny d it, and 
were content to abide any Tryal ; whereupon he caus'd 


Dod, Halfpenny, and Florence to be carry d to the Maid; 


and he told her, theſe two Women, or one of them, were 


ſaid by Gammar Newton to have done her Hurt. But (he 


anſwer'd, No, no, they are honeſt Wemen, but it is Gammar 


Newton that hurts me, and I believe ſhe is not far off. That 
then they afterwards brought in Newton privately, and 


then ſhe fell into a moſt violent Fir, ready to be Rtrangl'd, 
till the Witch was remov'd ; and this for three ſeveral 


Times. He farther depoſeth, That there were three Al- 
dermen in Toughall, whoſe Children ſhe had kiſs'd, as he 
had heard them affirm, and that all the Children dy d 


preſently after; and as to the ſending to Cr to have the 
Bolts put on, he {wears as is formerly depos d. + 


_ Obſervation. 


Thus the Reader may find, p. 16 and 17 of the abge- men- 


tion d Account, that Jane Wenham accus d three lien of 
Walkerne, who were brought beſore Sir Henry Chaurcy ; and 


while he was examining Jane Wenham concerning them, Anne 


Thorn fell into a Fir, and every one of theſe three Women were 


brought to her, and touch'd her, but ſhe ſeemd not to perceive 


them in the leaſt. Then Jane Wenham was privately brought 


to her, and touch'd her, and ſhe ſprung up immediately as uſu- 


al; and afterwards ſbe ſeid ſhe could not ſay any Thing againſt 
theſe Women, who were therenpon diſcharg d. It i really very 
remarkable to ſee theſe two Caſes agree in ſo man) minute Cir- 
cumſtances, inſomuch, that the one Story ſeems to be only an Imi- 
tation of the other: And yet I can ſay, to my certain Knowledge, 
that ail theſe Things were done before this Tryal of Florence 
Newton was taken Notice of by any concern d in the Proſecution 
of Jane Wenham, 5 E 2 —_ To 
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Foſeph Thomſon being ſworn, ſaid, That he went in 
lat with Roger Hawkins, Nicholas Pyne, and others, 
to the Priſon, to confer with Forence Newton about the 
Maid, but ſhe would conſeſs nothing that Time: But to- 
wards Night there was a Noiſe at the Priſon-Door, as if 
ſomething had ſhook the Door, and Florence ſtarted up, 
and ſaid, What aileth thee to be here at this Time of t 
- Night ? and there was much Noiſe. And they ask d her 
what ſhe ſpoke to? and what made the great Noiſe ? But 
ſhe deny'd that ſhe ſpake, or that ſhe knew of any Noiſe, 
and faid, If I ſpoke, I ſaid I knew not what. And they went 
their ways that Time, and went to her again the next 
Night, and ask d her very ſeriouſly about the laſt Night's 
Paſſage, and the Noiſe. And then ſhe confeſs d to them, 
that it was a Grey hound that came to her, and that ſhe 
had ſeen it formerly, and that it went out at the Window. 
And then ſhe confeſs d, that ſne had done the Maid wrong, 
for which ſhe was ſorry, and deſir d God to forgive her. 
This was the moſt material Evidence againſt Florence 
Newton, for bewitching Mary Longdon. She was alſo in- 
died for bewitchihg to Death one David Jones, by kiſ- 
ſing his Hand thro' the Priſon-Gate; but this no way re- 
ſembling MWenham's Caſe, I refer the Reader to the Relati- 
on jt ſelf, at the End of Mr. Glanvillss Sadduciſmus Tri- 
umphatus. One Thing only I ſhall take Notice of to him, 
that the Author of the Advertiſement annex'd to it, 
faith,” That he conceiveth thns Relation to be taken out 
of a Copy of an authentick Record, every half 'Sheet ba- 
ving W. 4fon writ in the Margent, and W. Aton at the 
End, whom he ſuppoſes to be ſome Publick Notary, or 
| Record-Keeper. He adds tlits Witch of Tong hall is ſo fa- 
mous, that he hath heard Mr. Greatrix. ſpeak of her at 
my Lord Conway's at Ragley. And for my own Part, I 
hope the ſurprizing Agreement of this Story with Jane 
Menlam s, will ſufficiently juſtify my inſerting it here. 
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A- foort ANSWER to the principal Objections 
made, firſt, Againſi the Being and Power . of 
"Witches in general: And ſecondly, The. Caſe. 

| of Jane Wenham in particular. LIE 


AM a Relation of Matter of Fact ſo very ſtrange, and 
yet {o well atteſted, as the Account ot the Sorceries 
and Enchantments of Jane Weaham, I thought fit, in or- 
der to ſatisfy ſome well-meaning Men, who have 1mbib'd 
a firong Prejudice againſt the Being of Witches, to ſet 
before them the principal Objections againſt it; and in 
as clear a Method as I can, to ſhe the Emptineſs of thoſe 
noiſy Exceptions made againſt the Proſecutors of Jane 
Wenham, as if they attempted to take away a poor Wo- 
man's Life, for a Crime that (he cannot, if ſne would, be 
guilty cf. But before Ido this, I muſt premiſe, that no- 
thing here alledg'd, is intended to convince thoſe that de- 
ny the Being of Spirits in genera, and in Conſequence the 
Immateriality of Human Souls, and the Exiſtence of a God. | 
don't pretend, by this plain Narrative, to convince Atheiſts, 
but refer em to the many excellent Authors that have 
treated on thoſe noble Subjects, and {hall here ſuppoſe my 
Reader to believe both the Being of a God, and the Truth 
of the holy Scriptures ; and ſuch a one I defire only to at- 


tend with Impartiality, while J endeaveur to remove his 
Scruples. 


In order to which, it is neceſſary, in the firſt Place, to 
fix the Meaning of the Word Witch; by which I mean 
One, who, by open or ſecret League, conſenteth to uſe the Aid 

and Aſſiſtance of an evil Spirit, in working Wonders beyond the | 
ordinary Power of Nature. By Wonders I do not mean AAi- 
racles, which can only be done by divine Power; but 
ftrange Things, pieter-natura!, not ſuper- natural. The He- 
brew Word | Atecaſſeph ] is tranſlated by the Septuaginr 
papparis, Winch ſign fies Veneficus, in the vulgar Latin 
| Es g Male ficus, 


tram format Res naturales ad Aſpectum Oculi. Ta 


Maleficus, altbo Dr. Moore faith from Alen Ezra, That 
the proper Signification of that Word, is one "4 mutat & 

e it in ei- 
ther of theſe Significations, or in both, it comes within 
the Definition of a Witch juſt laid down, as do all thoſe 


other Words for a Sorcerer, which you find put together 


in the 18th Chapter of Deuteronomy, Ver. 10, 11. There 


ſhall not be found among you any one that uſeth Divination, or 


an Obſerver of. Times, or an Enchantor, or a Witch, or 4 


armer, or a Conſulter with a familiar Spirit, or a Necroman- 


cer. All theſe Words imply doing or telling ſomething 
wonderful, by Virtue of a Confederacy with an evil Spi- 
xit. The Word eagaα does alfo imply the making Uſe 
of natural Means, ſuch as Herbs, Ointments, Gc. to do 
range Things witnal, by the Aſſiſtance of their confede- 


rate Spirit. All theſe, I fay, are ſo many Names for a 


Witch, who may have ſeveral Properties more than any 
one of theſe Names intimates ; for which Reaſon they ſeem 
to be put all together in this Command of God to his 
People, not to ſuffer any ſuch Perſons among them. 

- Having thus fix'd the Meaning of the Word, I come to 
the firſt general Objection made againſt the Being of 
Witches, which 1s tins : ER. We 5 
. Ohj. 1. That the Actions aſcrib'd to Witches, are im- 
poſſible in their own Nature to be done by Man, and ve- 
ry ridiculous. 3j re Rd eo Fig i on 
Anſw. That there are indeed many Circumſtances in 
the Stories of Witches, very ſtrange and unaccountable, I 


readily allow; and farther, that they are impoſſible to be 


perform'd by Man, without the Aſſiſtance of ſome other 
Power: But then this very Thing is a ſtſong Argument, 
that there is really the Aſſiſtance of ſome Spirit actually 
employ'd in doing theſe Wonders. If 1 fee, for Inſtance, 


as in the Caſe of Arne Thorn, a poor lame Creature, that 


the Minute before could ſcarce creep on the Ground; if I 
{ce her on the Sudden ſtart up, and run with a moſt pro- 
digious Swiftncſs, and nimbly vault over a bive- Bar Gate. 
When I tee this, I Hy, I am ready enough to belreve it 
could not ordinarily be done; but then, for that very Rea- 
jon 1 aſcribe it to the Power of the Devil; ſo that the 
ſeeming Impoſſibility of the Thing, proves it to be done 
by Witchcraft: And in ſuch Caſes all depends on the 
Strength and Credibility of the Evidence, as to omg 1 
LG 8 . e TIO” Fact. 


n - 3 
We oughtin theſe Caſes careſully to diſtinguiſh between 


what is impoſſible in its own Nawre, and conſequently- 


umplies a Contradiction ; and what may be done, altho 
we cannot conceive the Modus of it; which ſhews indeed 
the Weakneſs of human Underſtanding, and the Imper- 
fection and Short- ſightedneſs of our Apprehenſions; but is 
no more an Argument againſt the Reality of ſuch Perfor- 


mances, than it is againſt the Truth of this Propoſition, 
The Fetus is really form d in the Womb of a Weman, becauſe 
we know not the Manner how it is ſo form'd. Methinks 
it ſavours too much of Pride and Conceitedneſs, for a 


Man to exalt his own Opimon above the cleareſt Teftimo- 
ny and plaineſt Demonſtrations of Fact; and to chuſe 
rather to give the Lie to all the World, than believe à 
Thing beyond the Reach of his narrow Conceptions. 
As for Things of this Nature being ridiculous ; if thoſe 


who cannot undeiftand, aud therefore will not believe 


them, are reſolv d to turn em into Ridicule, who can help 
it? It neither detracts from the Truth nor Credibility of 
any Matter of Fact, that ſome, who are wiſe in their own 
Conceits, make a ſeſt of it. This only proceeds from a 
concerted Ignorance, the Cenſuſè or Applauſes of which 


are equally below a wile Man's Regard. - So that, in ſhort, 


the Anſwer to this Objection, comes to this, That unleſs 
it can be prov'd that thoſe Things are impoſſible to be 
done by any Power whatſoever, that of Spirits not exceed, 
this Objeciion can be of no Force againtt the Teſtimony 
of our Senſes, or that of credible Eye-witneſles to Matter 
| of Fatt. og | To 925 O.. 25 
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Obj. 2. It is very improbible that a Spirit of ſuch Wiſ- 
dom and Power as the Devil, ſhould ſtoop ſo low as td 
ſubmit to be at the Command of a ſilly oid Woman, and 
mun up and down to execute her petty Revenge. HEL, 


* ” 
x 


Anſw. That there are Orders and Degrees of evil Spirits, 


is not at all ymprobable ; and, upon this Suppoſition, it 


will not be abſolutely neceſſary, to put the Prince of Dark- 
neſs himſelf upon theſe little fervite Employments ; but we 


may well enough aſcribe it to one of his inferior Agents. 


It is alſo the Opinion of ſome leai ned and ingenious Men, 
that the Familiars of Witches, may be the departed human 
Souls of ſome wicked and inalicious Men, poſſeſs'd with 


an infatiable Thirſt after Miſchief, which by the Laws and 


Capacity of their Condition, they may not be capable of exe- 
_ cuting themſelves; theſe may be employ d in ſome of the 
meaneſt Services of the Kingdom of Hell. We know that, 
the Souls of good Men, in a ſeparate State, are ſaid to be 
i94yſexvi, Or in a like Condition with the bleſſed An- 
gels; and why then may not the Souls of evii Men be alto 
woSeuoves, in the worlt Senſe of the World, in a Con- 


dition or State like that of the infernal Angels? And what 


if we ſhould farther ſuppoſe many. of theſe Witches Imps, 
to be the departed Souls of ſome that have been Witches 


themſelves! I ſee nothing unrea ſonable in this Conjecture; 


which if allow'd, a {til more probable Account may (till 
be given of ſome of the malt vile and mean Performances 
of ſuch Spirits; altho' all the greater Wonders of Witch- 
craft, ſuch as railing Storms and Tempeſts, and the like, 
are undoubtedly done by the Devil himſelf, that God of 
this World, and Prince of the Power of the Air. lurge farther, 
that ſuppofing theſe Familiars to be really Devils, that is, 
ſuch Spirits as had before their Fall been Angels of Light ; 


vet ſtill the only Diffculty here objected, comes to this, 
That the greateſt Degree of Wicked neſs is alſo the moſt 


abject Baſeneſs, and vileſt Slavery. And how this can be 
of any Force againſt Matter of Fact, and the cleareſt Teſti- 


mony, I leave to rhe judgment of any ſenſible and im- 
partial Reader. I come now to a more ſpecious Objuction. 
O. 3. It is inconſiſtent with the Providence of God, 


to permit the Power of Witches to hurt the Innocent; ſuch 
as Children, who are moſt ſubject to be bewitch'd.. 
Anw. Suppoſe I thonld biing an Argument againſt the 
Providence of Almighty God, from the other Dang«:rs and 
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Violences that Children are expos'd to, either from Acci- 
dent, or Cruelty of their Neighbours; and upon Sight of 
a murder d Child, ſhould exclaim againſt the 18 _” 
Heaven, for not miraculouſly protecting it againſt the Bar- 
barity of its inhuman Butcher: Should I not immediate- 
ly be reprimanded for murmuring againſt God, and for- 
getting the many and wonderful Preſervat ions of others? 

Should 1 not be put in Mind, that conſidering the Weak- 

neſs of that State, it is rather wonderful that there ſhould be + , | 

{o few Inſtances of this Kind, than that there ſhould be any ? | 1 

Juſt ſoit is in this Cafe, conſidering the Power, the Num- 

ber, and implacable Malice of evil Spirits, it is only ow- 
ing to the Care of Providence over us, that there are ſo 
few ol us ſubject to their Power; and if ſome Witches are 
permitted to hurt now and then one of their innocent 
Neghbours, it is certainly for ſome wiſe and good End 

that oe fo {o permitted; ſuch as perhaps the Diſcovery 

| of the Witches themſelves, the convincing of an Unbelie- 

ver, or ſome other wiſe Reaſon, which lies hidden from 
our Sight among the unfathomable Depths and Myſteries' 
of Providence; againſt the Being or Juſtice of which it is 
no more an Argument, than the ynequal Diſtributions of 
Good and Evil in this Hife, the Ignorance and Barbarity 
of the much greateſt Part of the World, and the many Pe- 

rils and Dangers we are all daily ſubject to. And if it be | 
not a concluding Argument againſt the very Being of Pro- i 
vidence, it cannot be ſufficient to take away the Evidence 
of Senſe in Matters of Fact. | 
Obj. 4. It is alſo objected, that the Strength of Melan- 
cholly, and Force of Imagination, aſcribes any ſtrange E- 

vent to Sorcery and Witchcraft, which is the more ſuſpi- 

cious, becauſe the Perſons accus'd, are generally poor old 

Women; and thoſe afflicted, are, for the molt Part, ei- 

| ther Childrey, or weak ignorant People: that are eaſily im- 

ä pos'd upon. 8 | „ 
Anſw. That the Power. of Fancy is very great, may ea- 
ſily be acknowledg'd ; and yet, I mult needs ſay, it re- 

uires more (redulity to believe, that fo many and ſo clear 

Circumſtances of Fact, as, for Inſtance, the Conveyance 

of Pins through the Air into the Hands of a Perſon when 
they are ty d down, or the finding of very curious and ar- 
tificial Cakes of Feathers in a Pillow but a little before 
ſtuff'd with Down, and. other bh like ſtrange Things, = 
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be all but the Work of Fancy, and that | forty or fifty 
SpeRators ſhould be all, juſt at the ſame Time, 1mpos'd. 
upon by the ſame chimerical Imaginations : This, I ſay, 
requires more Credulity to believe, than all the Stories 
vf Witchcraft put together. At this Rate, no Man can tell 
when or how to believe what he ſees or hears; and it puts 
an End to the Credit of all human Teſtimony whatſoe- 


ver. As for the Reaſon, why ſilly old Nomen ſhould gene- 
rally enter into theſe Combinations with the Devil, it is 
probable, that the Devil takes Advantage of this their Ig- 
norance and Poverty; eſpecially, if accompany'd with a 
malicious Mind, and a Cuſtom of invoking the Devil in 
Curſes and Imprecations, as in the Caſe of Jane Wenham ; 


and that thus he more effectually ſecures their Souls to him 


for ever, and puts them, as far as poſſible, from any Like- 
lihood of making their Peace with God by Repentance. 
However, there 1s notbing more to be concluded from 


- this Part of the Objection, than that the Policy of Hell is 
_ unknown to us, which cannot deſtroy the clear Evidence of 


Matter of Fact. 5 
O5. 5. Another Objection is, That ſince the Times of the 


Goſpel, there can be no Witches, becauſe our Saviour Chriſt 
came to deſiroy the Works of the Dggil ; and it is notori- 


ous, that he is driven from. his Temples, and all his Gra- 


cles are ſtruck dumb; from whence it is probable, that he 


has no longe: the Power he once bad to aſſiſt his Servants 
in working Wonders. | 85 

Ana. The Scriptures do more than once expreſly men- 
tion Witches and Sorcerers, ſince the Time of our Saviour 
Chriſt, witneſs that noted Place in the 5th Chapter of the 
Epiſtle to the Galatians, Verſe the 20th. Beſides which, 
the Story of Sin n Magus alone might ſtifficiently conſute 


this Objection, who work'd ſuch Wonders, that he de- 


ceiv d many: He, ſays the Author of the As of the Apo- 


 flles, c. 8. v. 9. us d Sorcery, and bewitch'd the People of Sa- 
maria; and yct all the ſtrange Things he did, were done 


by the alliſting Power of the Devil; ſo that ſome Time 
after our Saviour's Aſcenſion, this Power did remain to 


the great Deceiver; and I believe the Objectors will find 


it more difficult, than at firſt Sight it appears, to fix any 
Period cf Time when this Power of Satan ceas d. If they 


ſay it was, when he was driven froin his Temples and his 


Altars, pray let ein tell me when was that? Or are they 
5 2 5 {ure 
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ſure that ever there was ſuch a Time? Does not the Devil 
{t11l-retain ſuch a Dominion over the Minds of whole Na- 


tions in America, and other Parts of the World, that they 
erect Temples to him, and fall down before him, worſhip- 


ping him as a God? And why this Part only of the De- 


vils Power, which conſiſts in making CompaZts, and en- 


tering into Covenants with ſuch wretched Creatures as 


Witches are, ſhould be taken from him, and all the reſt 
left intirely to him, I muſt profeſs my ſelf not able to i- 
magme.” = -, n 
Beſides, there is one ugly Conſequence from this Obje- 
ction, which I believe few of thoſe foreſce that have it ſo 
often in their Mouths, which is this: If from the Silence 
of Oracles, and the Extirpation of Idolatry, it may be 


concluded, that the Devil is alfo forc'd to leave oit all 
Communication and Correſpondence wieh fuch vile pro- 


fligate Perſons as Witches; no Reaſon can be given, why 
from the ſame Topichs it may not as well be collected, that 
he 18 alſo put from his zcarer Temples within us, and una- 
ble any longer by his Temptations to ſeduce Mankind to 


eternal Ruin. There is as great a Congrmty of one Con- 


ſequence with the Premiſes, as of the other; tho', I muſt 
needs ſay, they can neither of them be prov'd 855 any Lo- 
gick I ever yet met with. I ſhall only urge farthe 

this Objection, two other Places in the New Teſtament, 


wherein Sorcerers are exprelly mention d, and ſeverely threa- 


ten d. The firit is, Revel. 21, 8. But the Fearful and Unbe- 
lieving, and the Abonina'le, and Murderers, and Wh ore- 
mon gers, and Sorcerers, and Ido'aters, and all Lyars, ſhall 
have their Part in the Lake nich burneth with Fire and Brim- 
ftone; wl ich is the ſecond Death. The other is in the laſt 


Chapter of the Revelations, v. 15. For without are Dogs, 


and Sorcerers, and Whore-mongers, &c. Here you ſee no leſs 
than Fire and Brimſtone in one Place, and perpetual Ex- 


 eluſion from the holy City, the New Feruſalem, in the other, 


expreſly denounc'd againſt Sorcerers, who are reckon'd a- 
mong the vileſt Oftenders, and molt profligate Sinncre, 


{ach as Murderers and Idoiaters. Now, hat a Jeſt is it to © 


{aprole the Scriptures all this while fighting with a Shadow, 

and threatening Damnation to thole who ſhall be guilty 

of a Crime 1mpoſſible to be committed ? If this is not ri- 
dicuhng the Word of God, I know not what is. 
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SEA A 
065. 6; Ifhall mention but one Objection more againſt | 
* the Being of Witches in general, which is ſuch a one as L 
would willingly have omitted, on Account of its horrid 
Profaneneſs, were I. not too well fatisfy'd,-that tis often 
made Uſe of among thoſe who call themſelves Chriſtians ; * 
it is this: If we believe Witches can do Wonders by the 
Help of the Devil, how ſhall we know that the Miracles 
of our Saviour were not alſo the Effects of a Diabolical 
Intpoſiure ? FIT | 3 | 7 3 „ 
A.. To this Objection, the beſt Anſwer will be in 
our Savicur's own Words to the unbelieving Phariſees, 
Matt. 12. 26. If Satan caft out Satan, he is divided again 
kimfelf, how then ſhall bis Kingdom ſtand ? The Deſign of | 
our Redeemer's coming into the World, was to deſtroy 
the Kingdom of Satan, to preach Repentance and Salvs- 
tion to Sinners, and to ſhew us the Way to eternal Life; 
how then could the Miracles of Chriſt be attributed to the 
Power of Satan, which he came to pull down? 1 
It ought farther to be conſider d, that the wonderful {| 
Works of the bleſſed Jeſus were truly Miracles, that is, a- 
bove the Power of any created Being (that of the Devil 
1 himſelf not excepted) to effect; ſuch as raiſing one ſrom 
B the Dead, who had been really dead ſo long, that thoſe 
; of his Relations, who had bury'd him, ſuppos'd that by 
* this Time he ſtinł d, Joh. 11. 39. And what was moſt 
wonderful of all, raiſing himſeif the third Day. Beſides, 
x the Miracles of Chriſt were all full of Love and Charity, 
ſuch as healing the Sick, giving Sight to the Blind, Food 
to the Hungry in a Deſart, &c. Whereas nothing but 
Spite, Envy, and Malice, appears in the ſtrange Things 
done by thete Confederates of Satan, the End and Deſign * 
of them being to torment and hurt their Neighbours, I he 
Miracles of our Saviour bear upon them the cleareſt Marks 
of the Finger of God of Mercy ; whereas the Wonders 
done by Witches and Sorcerers, do plainly indicate a Hel- 
liſh and Diabolical Malice, Thoſe who are ſo forward to 
raiſe this Objection upon every Occaſion, would do well 
ſeriouſiy to conſider what that Sin againſt the Holy Ghoſt | 
15, for which there ig n0 Repentance. This Was, in the Opi- | 
nion of the moſt learned Divines, nothing but the attri= ' 
buting the Miracles of Chriſt to the Power of the Devil; and 


| ler them have a Care leſt they alſo come neag the Commiſ- . | 
ſion of that dreadful Sin. 5 9 
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Ilave now done with the principal of thoſe Objections, 


| that are commonly rais'd againſt the Being and Power of 


Wuches in general; I come now very briefly to ſpeak a | 


Word or two to thoſe which are more particularly urg d 
againſt the Caſe of Fane Menham. „ RES 

And firſt, tis objected, that her Confeſſion might be 
the Effect of Fear; or if it was not, ſhe might accuſe her 
ſelf falſely, only to beout of the World: That there have 
been Inſtances of this Nature, where diſcontented Perſons 


have confeſs d themſelves guilty of capital Crimes where- 
of they were innocent, only to be rid of their Troubles by 


Pil! a 


1 anſwer, as to the firſt Part of this Objection, That 
the Confeſſion of Jane Wenham was free and unconſtrain'd, 


no Force having been us'd to bring her to it; for the 

Truth of which, as I. ſaid before, p. 33. of the Account, 
Cc. we appeal to Mr. Archer of Sandon, her near Kinſman, 

| who was preſent, when ſhe confeſs d that ſhe liv'd above 


ſixteen Years in a Couyte of Witchcraft, 

As for the other Suggeſtion, That poſſibly her Diſcon- 
tents might make her falſely accuſe herſelf, to be out of 
the World, I allow. that in ſome Caſes this Conſiderati- 


on may have its Weight. As for Inſtance ; Suppoſe a Man 


who labours under very great Troubles and AMigiors, 


and is known to be diſcontented, and weary of his Life, 


(hculd voluntarily come before a Magiſtrate, and accuſe 
himſelf of a capital Crime, and deſire that the Funiſhment 


of Death may be inflicted on him for it; and this, when 


there are no other Circumſtances by which it may be 
thought provable that he did commit this Crime: In ſuch: 


a Cale as thzs, a diſcontented Man's Confeſſion alone, 1 


mult needs ſay, I think ought not to convict him. But 
this 18 quite another Caſe, and widely different from that 


of Fane Wenham. Here were very violent Preſumptions a- 


gainſt her, long before her Confeſſion, which only ſerv d 


the more ſtrongly to prove what had been before alledgd; 


and indeed ſo ſtrong was the Evidence againſt her, that 


many have been convicted upon weaker Proofs, without 


any Confeſſion at all; ſo that here is all the Reaſon in the 
World to believe her Confeſſion... It is the Opinion of 
Mr. Perkins, in his Treatiſe of Witchcraft, p. 212. That 


when Proceeding is made againſt a Man at firſt upon good Pro 


babilities, and he is thereupon drawn to a free Confeſſion, 55 
| lh | | wich 
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which he hath manifeſted thereby, cannot bat be a Truth. SoT | 
am ſure it is reckon d in other Caſes, as Murders, Thefts, 
and other ſuch Crimes; and why it ſhould not be fo in 
the Caſe of Witchcraft, T can fee no Manner of Reaſon, If 
there be a Robbery committed, and a Man taken up for 
it upon ſtrong Suſpicions, that Man, if he confeſſes, ſhall, 
by ſuch a Confeſſion, be more ſtrongly convicted; and, 
by Parity of Reaſon, if a Woman, upon violent Preſump- 
tions, is accus d of Witchcraft, her Confeſſion ought to 
be taken as a ſtrong Confirmation of the Evidence brought 


© — 


Obj. 2. It is alſo objected, That one Part of Anne Thorn's 
Information, in which ſhe ſays, that a Cat ſpoke to her, 
is very ridiculous and incredible. l 

Anſw. Is it more ridiculous and incredible, that an evil 
Spuit ſhould aſſume the Shape of a Cat, and in ſuch a 
Shape ſpeak ſo as to be heard and underſtood, than that 
the Devil ſhould {peak to Eve in the Shape of a Serpent? 
Which we are oblig'd to believe upon the Credit of Di- 
vine Revelation. 'T1s the Opinion of the picus and pro- 
foundly learn'd Mr. Mede, p. 223 and 224 of his Works, 
* That there is a Law in the Commerce of Spirits and Min, 
© that a Spirit muſt preſent himſelf under the Shape of - ſome 

© .wuiſible Thing: And he ſuppoſes farther, that s Spirits 
Aare to converſe with Men under ſome viſtib.e ape; ſo 
© there is a Lam given them, that it muſt be under the Shape of | | 

* ſome ſuch T hing, as may more or leſs reſembie their Condition. 
From whence he concludes, that good Angels can take upon 
em no cther Shape, but that ef Man, the moſt excellent 
of all viſible Creatures ; and therefore he tays an Angel is | 
{aid to appear, in the Golpel, like a young Man, his Conn- | 
; 


«IS 
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tenance like Lightning, and lis Rayment white as Snow, as it 

were reſembling Man in his glorious State before the Fall. 
le ſuppoſes aflo, that while Man was in his Integrity, 
the Devil could not appear in an haman Shape, but was 
jorc'd to take up with that of a Beaſt, tho' the moſt ſub- 
til and ſagacious one of all the Beaſts of the Field. But 
now indeed the Cafe is alterd, Man being alſo fallen, 
and vne falling Star (iays he) may ceſemble another; and | 
therefore he ſometimes appears in the Shape of Man in his 

Imperfection, like a deform'd old Man. NEE 

Now, upon the like Suppoſition, why may not Twretch- 
ed Spirit appear in the Shape of one of the mcaneſt of | 
Ss | the 


* 


| the Brute Beaſts? There is no Shape too baſe and vile to re- 

3 preſent one of thoſe miſerable Spirits, fallen for ever from 
God and Goodneſs, and become one of the vileſt Slaves in 
the Regions of Darkneſs. As for the Truth of the Matter 
of Fact, it is too well confirm'd by the unbappy Experi- 
ence of the two poor Suflerers, Anne Thorn and Anne 
Street, who almoſt every Day continue to fee and hear 
this evil Spirit tempting and tormenting them in the Shape 

"of a Cat. | | EL hehe 2 

Having now anſ{wer'd the moſt material Objections a- 

| gainſt Witchcraft, and this Cale in particular, I ſubmit 
the whole to the Reader's impartial Judgment; and as 
for thoſe who are reſolv d to remain Unbelievers, and 
therefore will be very ready to ſtart frivolous Objections, 

| and ask impertinent Queſtions, I hall take no Manner 
| of Notice of them, unleſs they will firſt make it appear, 
| 


that a rational Account can be given of the whole Courſe 
of Anne Thorn's and Anne Street's Diſorder, without aſcri- 
bing. it to the Witchcrafts of Fane Menham. 5 
I ſhall conclude all, with producing tlie Judgment of 
the learned Arch-Biſhop Tillotſon upon the following Text; 
which, I hope, will have ſome Effect with thoſe who ri- 
diculouſly object it to be meant of Witchcraft 
The Son of God was manifeſted, that he might deſtroy, 
C diy , that he might diſſolve or demoliſh the Works : 
„ of the Devil; by which St. 47 does more eſpecially 5 
„ mean the idolatrous Worſhip of the Heathen, which conſiſted 
| © in the Multiuude of their Gods, and the bloody and bar- 
barous Rites and Sacrifices, whereby they worſhippd 
them; and likewiſe in the Multitude of their Media- 
tors, between the Gods and Men, who were alſo eſteem'd 
by them an inferior Sort of Deities. Both theſe Kinds 
| _ © of Idolatry had ſtrangely prevail'd, and over-run the 
Dc World, before the Appearance of our Lord and Saviour, 
who came on Purpote to deliver Mankind from the hor- 
|! © rible Superſtition and Slavery of the Werſhip of falſe 
| * Gods, to pull down this Kingdom of the Devil, and 
to demoliſh that Fabrick whicl ke hath been ſo long a 
** rearing, and fo beat him out of thoſe ſtrong Holds, 
e which he thought had been impregnable. See Sermon 
| 17. Poſthum. Fol. Vol. 1. Pag. 127. | 8 5 5 
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